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This is the maiden issue of BizVoice® under the Indiana 
Chamber’s new president and CEO, Vanessa Green 
Sinders. It’s fitting that it’s also our annual look at 
education and workforce matters. Ensuring the 
strength of the state’s talent pipeline is a passion for 
Sinders and remains one of the greatest challenges for 
Hoosier employers. Her overriding objective for the 
Chamber and herself is to make a difference and see 
communities, employers and individuals reach their 
potential. In our cover story, learn more about Sinders 
and her plans for the state and the Chamber.

Our lead education feature highlights that Switzerland isn’t just a world leader when it 
comes to quality chocolate and time pieces. The country has taken a bold approach with 
how it prepares its youth for careers. Last fall, a contingent of Hoosier leaders from all 
interested sectors got a firsthand look at the Swiss apprenticeship model and came away 
steadfast in wanting to bring a similar program to Indiana schools and workplaces. 

Troubling data shows that one in five Indiana third graders can’t read to expectations. 
We look at what’s being proposed to fix the problem that has such a domino effect for a 
youngster’s life and future prosperity.

There also is reason to cheer. Indiana is one of the leading states nationally in high school 
computer programming enrollment and education, and that points to a bright future for 
many Hoosier businesses. Indiana is also at the forefront in rethinking high school 
diplomas and developing ways to best prepare students for the jobs of today and tomorrow. 

Our community showcase stops in Elkhart County. Hear about the growth of numerous 
new amenities there as well as revitalization efforts in downtown Elkhart and Goshen. 
The area is fast becoming a place where more businesses and residents want to reside. 

We also go ashore with Polaris Marine in the Member Spotlight and celebrate Hoosier 
Racing Tire as the Coolest Thing Made in Indiana contest winner.

As always, thank you for reading BizVoice. We look forward to any feedback and ideas 
for future editions.

Rebecca Patrick
Senior Vice President, Communications
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