
76 BizVoice/Indiana Chamber – November 2021

If you or your business have ever attended an 
Indiana Industry Day event – a specially arranged 
meeting with Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
brass in Chicago – organized by Indianapolis-based 
attorney Edward “Skipp” Kropp, you can thank his 
mom. 

If you’ve attended an Indiana Chamber Energy 
Management Conference or benefited from the 
Chamber’s leadership on energy and environment 
issues, you might want to thank both Kropp’s parents.

Kropp credits them – Edwin and Lena – for instilling a spirit of 
volunteerism in him. 

“My mother – and my dad too – were always active in the 
community,” Kropp says. “She and dad were founders of St. Mary’s 
church in Danville (Indiana), and mom served on every committee in 
the church. I watched her be active, and I got her genes. When I’m 
asked to serve, I say ‘yes.’ Her impact on people and the community 
of Danville was tremendous and very inspiring to see.”

Kropp’s parents never preached about being an active volunteer, 
and they didn’t have to. “They lived it,” he notes. “And their 
involvement, and the way they enhanced others’ lives, really made an 
impression on me.”

Work influence
Kropp began his legal career in 1978 with Columbus, Ohio-based 

American Electric Power. He is also a former deputy director of the 
West Virginia Division of Environmental Protection, where he 
coordinated activities for the offices of air quality, waste management 
and environmental remediation and enforcement. 

Not surprisingly, Kropp met his wife, Nancy, in a courtroom. 
She worked 21 years in the court system in West Virginia, serving as a 
circuit court clerk. They each had two children when they met, and 
Kropp says “they make the perfect pair.”

After working for 30 years out of state, Kropp moved back to 
central Indiana in 2010 to continue his law practice. He began working 
for the law firm Steptoe & Johnson PLLC in 2013.

Kropp’s employers, he shares, have also molded him.
“There are a number of us in the (Steptoe & Johnson) law firm 

who believe wholeheartedly in working with and for trade 
associations,” Kropp offers. “My prior firm (Jackson Kelly law firm in 
Charleston, West Virginia) worked with the West Virginia Chamber 
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of Commerce, and we did a lot of work on 
behalf of the (local) chamber working for the 
business community. So when I moved here, 
I called the Indiana Chamber and asked, ‘How 
can I help?’”

Kropp moved back home when Jackson 
Kelly opened an Evansville office and decided 
the firm needed an Indianapolis presence.

Making the time
Kropp has been an engaged Indiana Chamber 

member and active volunteer since 2012. 
“For us to advocate before state and 

national lawmakers, we need our members to 
be actively engaged, and Skipp Kropp is,” says 
Greg Ellis, Indiana Chamber vice president of 
environmental and energy policy and federal 
relations. “He’s always responsive and willing 
to help. Not only that, Skipp does a lot on his 
own. The annual trip to Chicago is not only 
tremendously valuable to local business 
leaders, but logistically difficult, and he does 
a lot more than that one event.”

Kropp sits on both the Indiana Chamber’s 
Energy Policy Committee and Environmental 
Policy Committee. He also is an integral part 
of the planning group – and at one time serving 
as the chair and emcee – for the organization’s 
annual Energy Management Conference.

“He’s one of my favorite people to work 
with on that event,” praises Jennifer George, 
the Indiana Chamber’s director of business 
education and events. “He’s really smart for 
one thing, and he understands the topics and 
issues.”

But that’s not the only reason George 
says Kropp is her “go-to guy” for the conference. 

“Skipp is a genuinely very nice person 
and that makes him easy and fun to work with,” 
she stresses. “I’ve been working at the Chamber 
for 20 years and worked with thousands of 
people, and Skipp is one of the very best.”

And he’s always available in crunch time, 
Ellis adds.

“During the legislative session, there are 
a few people I can reach to get input on 
impending legislation, and Skipp is always one 
that responds and has valuable insight and 
suggestions. That benefits the Chamber 
membership,” Ellis explains. “The two Chamber 
committees he serves on impact so many 
businesses. His insight really helps us see 
what we should do to support or oppose 
legislative measures.”

George says Kropp never seeks credit 
for the work he does.

“It’s not about that,” Kropp emphasizes. 

“At the end of your days, you want to be able 
to say (you) had an impact on people. My 
personality is to be a team player. As a member 
of a team, you like to see everyone row in 
the same direction, so that’s what I try to do.

“The EPA meetings I organize … are 
about moving issues forward and not fighting 
over them. That’s why it’s so discouraging to 
see the state of politics today. You don’t 
solve anything by just saying the other side is 
wrong.” 

A song in his heart
Kropp’s volunteer efforts are far from 

limited to the Indiana Chamber. He also serves 
on the board of the Air and Waste Management 
Association’s Indiana chapter. 

He’s quite the singer too and has served 
two stints on the board of the Barbershop 
Harmony Society, from 2006 to 2009 and 2014 
to 2020. He was president in 2017 and 2018. 
Kropp is currently chair of the organization’s 
CEO evaluation committee and assistant chair 
of the governance and bylaws committee.

“We have 13,000 members in the U.S. 
and Canada,” Kropp states of the Society. 
“And it’s growing now after a period of 
decline. Barbershop quartets are seeing big 
growth in popularity in high schools and 
colleges. We’re seeing the growth in greater 
Indianapolis too, and I’m really happy to be a 
part of that.”

Kropp joined the Greater Indianapolis 
chapter when he moved back to Indiana and, 
per usual, didn’t waste any time getting involved.

“I never saw life as a spectator sport,” 
Kropp says. “There’s only one way I know 
to make a difference, and that’s as an active 
participant. So that’s the way I’ve lived my 
life.” n

Energy and environment law and regulation 
expert Skipp Kropp credits his parents and 
employers – past and present – for instilling 
in him a spirit of volunteerism.

Kropp, a tireless worker and volunteer, sits 
on the Chamber’s Energy Policy Committee 
and Environmental Policy Committee. He’s 
also instrumental in planning the Chamber’s 
Energy Management Conference.

Singing is a passion for Kropp, who is an active volunteer with the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
He was named Barbershopper of the Year in 2016 and inducted into the Greater Indianapolis 
Chapter Hall of Fame in 2021.




