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Take a look at some of the many books, conferences, 
podcasts and other learning opportunities on leadership, 
and you will discover a variety of valuable traits and 
strategies.

While it takes more than a few attributes to truly lead, I 
focus on one when it comes to the honorees at the Indiana 
Chamber’s 30th Annual Awards Dinner. Chuck Surack, 
Gov. Eric Holcomb, John Thompson and the people of 
Plymouth bring a true passion to their purpose.

• Surack, founder and CEO of Sweetwater Sound and the Ogletree Deakins Business 
Leader of the Year, has had a love affair with music since he began playing the 
saxophone as a child. And while “sweet sounds” remain at the core of his primary 
business, Surack is, first and foremost, focused on customers, employees, those in 
need and the community at large.

• Holcomb, like Surack, took an unlikely path to his current role. The accomplishments 
of his administration are numerous, but he is not shy about how it becomes personal 
when dealing with the state’s opioid epidemic or helping individuals receive a second 
chance with enhanced job skills. He is a well-deserving recipient of the Birch Bayh-
Richard Lugar Government Leader of the Year honor. 

• Be in Thompson’s presence for a few minutes and you will experience his infectious 
enthusiasm. Businessman, entrepreneur, investor, mentor and more apply to this true 
Dynamic Leader of the Year. I’m confident you will be inspired by his personal story 
of dedication and determination.

• Plymouth, the Republic Airways and LIFT Academy Community of the Year, 
combines a rich business history with modern-day amenities and attractions. Whether 
lifetime residents or newcomers to the community, people are determined to work 
together to make the city the absolute best it can be today and for future generations.

In this issue, we also recognize three Volunteers of the Year among the many who 
contribute to the success of this organization and highlight other companies and 
individuals that are part of the Indiana story of business achievement. 

Thank you, as always, for reading BizVoice® and supporting the Indiana Chamber.

Kevin Brinegar
President and CEO
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