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Senter served 28 years with the Indiana State Police (21 as a detective at the Bremen 
post) before being elected mayor in 2008. Problem solving is nothing new for him.

Senter, with the help of other officials and community partners, reached out and 
brought new industry to the city, nearly doubling the number of lost jobs with additional 
employment opportunities. That ability to bounce back complements a rich business tradition 
and focus on high-quality education and culture in the community of approximately 
10,000 residents. 

“Success and progress are great, but they can lead to complacency and a feeling that 
success and progress just happens. They don’t. Each success is hard earned and takes a 
team of committed individuals to make it happen,” Senter writes in a questionnaire about 
why he wants to be mayor for a fourth term.

Sean Surrisi, Plymouth city attorney, has been working alongside Senter since 2012.
“Some of the successes we’ve had in the last five years have been a concerted effort,” 

he notes. “About the time we were developing River Park Square (a popular downtown 

Republic Airways and LIFT Academy 
COMMUNITY OF THE YEAR

No matter how many positive attributes 
a community possesses, another trait 
that often proves beneficial is resiliency.

That ability to recover quickly came 
into play for Plymouth in 2017 when 
two food production operations closed 
within three weeks of each other. 
Mayor Mark Senter recalls, “Just like 
that, 250 jobs just went out the door.”

View Award Video

Mayor Mark Senter is at 
home in downtown Plymouth.
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gathering space), we started working on the 
Regional Cities Initiative.”

Successfully teaming with others in the 
South Bend-Elkhart region opened eyes, in 
Plymouth and beyond, to additional 
possibilities. 

“People have seen things in their own 
backyard they had never noticed before,” 
Surrisi adds. “I think that made us a little 
more agile and open to new ideas; that made 
us attractive to the business community. And 
when people see the government and private 
industry working together, exciting things 
start happening. Opportunities start to come 
your way.”

The Plymouth Chamber of Commerce, 
which recently celebrated its 95th 
anniversary, is led by executive director 
Connie Holzwart. She is currently working as 
part of Marshall County Crossroads, a 2019 
Indiana Stellar Communities finalist.

“What I see are dedicated individuals 
from each of these communities (Argos, 
Bourbon, Bremen and Culver in addition to 
Plymouth) all coming together. I get to see 
the diligent works they are doing to build a 
better Marshall County,” Holzwart explains. 
“It’s exciting to see everyone working 
together for the end goal.”

Locally, she reveals, “I also see our small 
businesses that have called Plymouth home 
for years and years now in the second 
generation … who have taken over the family 
business. They are committed to staying here.”

Rich entrepreneurial history
The community has benefited from the 

city’s manufacturing heritage, with employers 
like the Plymouth Foundry. Sam Schlosser is 
president and the third generation of his 
family to lead the company.

“My grandfather was involved in the 

Schlosser Brothers Creamery, which at one 
time was the largest creamery in the state,” 
he details. “They had plants in Plymouth, 
Bremen, Frankfort and Indianapolis.”

In October 1929, the creamery bought 
the assets of a defunct foundry in Argos.

“They put them on a pickup truck and 
moved them to Plymouth,” Schlosser 
continues. “They ran it as the Argos Foundry 
until World War II. They had to shut down 
because of war allocations. When they 
reopened after WWII, it was incorporated as 
the Plymouth Foundry. My dad and 
successors continued to operate the foundry 
at this location on Harrison Street ever since.”

Additional successes were spurred by 
leaders within the business community 
working together to make Plymouth more 
attractive to new enterprises.

“Plymouth was once thought of as a 
bedroom community,” Schlosser recounts. 

Founder and CEO Leonard Isban, 91, and son, Michael, the company’s president, lead 
the American Containers packaging business. It has been a community fixture for more 
than 50 years.

ITAMCO focuses on additive manufacturing at its Plymouth facility.

Area students can participate in an aviation course using 
this flight simulator at the Plymouth Municipal Airport.
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“Folks would drive to South Bend to work at 
Bendix or Studebaker. The city fathers sitting 
around the table thought Plymouth could be 
more than that.”

Pooling their resources, the community 
built a place that would create more local 
jobs. Schlosser says, “The story goes that they 
went up and down Michigan Street selling a 
share here and two shares there to various 
retailers” to form the Plymouth Industrial 
Development Corporation (PIDCO), a 
partnership established in 1957. 

PIDCO helped to develop several 
industrial parks and recruit a diversified 
manufacturing base. For more than 50 years, 
it purchased, developed and resold more than 
500 acres of industrial land. It has assisted 
companies, past and present, such as Deans 
Foods, Valmont, Ferro, Bomarko, Pioneer 
Seed, Jeld-Wen and a variety of others. 

Leonard Isban, an entrepreneur himself, 
established American Containers in Plymouth 
with the encouragement and support of his wife, 
JoAnn. The business offers packaging solutions 
for customers nationwide and is committed 
to sustainability and being environmentally 
conscious.

“We’ve been here for 55 years, this 
year,” offers Sue Payne, Isban’s daughter and 
co-owner of American Containers. “My dad 
started it with the Young brothers (of Young 
Door Company, the first industrial business 
that PIDCO brought to Plymouth). They 
were his first customer.”

The venture has grown to include plants 
in Carrollton, Georgia, and Stockton, 
California, but Plymouth has always been a 
good home, according to Isban, 91, who still 
works at the local headquarters alongside his 

Leaders hope River Gate South, 
a new downtown apartment 
complex, will attract additional 
talent for the local workforce.

A variety of acts have entertained more than 6,000 people since 2015 at downtown’s Wild Rose 
Moon Performing Arts Center.

A rehabilitation of the historic Rees Theater will transform it into a venue for live performances, 
community meetings, milestone events and more. 
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son and other company leaders.
“It didn’t take me long to understand how nice it was to live in 

Plymouth,” Isban reflects. “The people are friendly. They make you 
feel welcome, you know everybody, everybody knows you. We all get 
along and we're all pulling for the same thing: a better Plymouth.”

New commerce
About a decade ago, PIDCO was reinvigorated by local leaders 

who teamed up to establish the Marshall County Economic 
Development Corporation (MCEDC). This helped unite Plymouth 
with other communities in the county and the broader South Bend-
Elkhart region.

Jerry Chavez joined MCEDC more than five years ago as the 
organization’s president and CEO. 

“Plymouth has a rich history of entrepreneurship,” he contends. 
“Over the last five and a half years, I’ve seen this community and 
leadership take a very pro-business stance, and that’s a rarity.”

Today, the long-standing businesses are now complemented by 
others that help create a diverse industrial base.

Pretzels, Inc., which relocated to the city in 2015, has announced 
a $73 million expansion of its production facility, creating 185 new 
jobs. Indiana Wheel Company is a start-up affiliate of the world’s 
largest manufacturer of steel wheels for trailers and recreational 
vehicles. It will bring $23 million in investment and 117 new jobs.

Current expansions of other businesses include Winona Building 
Products; Hoosier Racing Tire, the largest racing tire manufacturer in 
the world; Harrington Noodles, family-owned production of egg 
noodle products; and Culver Tool & Engineering, a homegrown 

manufacturer of orthopedic spinal rods.
“I would say that (the area) is really starting to hit its stride,” 

Chavez says. “It’s easy for me to see when I come into communities, 
because I wear a different set of lenses. There are a lot of partners 
committed to making Plymouth a better place to live, work and play. 
People can see a broader future for this community.”

Living and enjoying
New partnerships have spurred recent community enhancements 

for residents and visitors to enjoy. One of the mayor’s personal 
favorites is River Park Square, the urban park in the heart of 
downtown.

“In 2008 and 2009, we bought 11 FEMA (Federal Emergency 
Management Agency) homes in that area, that were often flooded,” 
Senter tells. “We cut the ribbon in 2014. That was a special day. We 
also unveiled our new logo. It was during the farmers market so there 
were hundreds of people.”

A goal was to build upon that positive momentum and 
excitement.

“We wanted to try to bring that festive atmosphere back. In 
2015, my assistant came up with this idea called the Mayor’s Month of 
Music. We have bands that are sponsored by about 10 different 
companies. It’s exploded and has been a blast,” Senter contends.

The park and the event have become a great source of pride for 
the mayor.

“The only thing I ask to be named after me is the stage down 
there. It would be called Senter Stage,” he jokes.

Among the other local projects that have been completed or are 

Hundreds of thousands of people visit 
Plymouth each Labor Day weekend as part 
of the Marshall County Blueberry Festival.
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in progress are the Dr. Susan Bardwell 
Aquatic Center, Growing Kids Early 
Childhood Learning Center and the River 
Gate South downtown apartment 
development, designed to attract young 
working professionals.

The Boys and Girls Club has a long 
history in the community. Its new facility – 
the JoAnn and Leonard Isban Center for 
Youth – opened in 2018.

Payne reflects on the time when the new 
building was almost complete and Mother 
Nature weighed in.

“In early 2018, the Yellow River in 
Plymouth flooded its banks and threatened 
property at historic levels just days before it 
was set to open. The flood waters were just 
inches from going inside the building when 
volunteers and friends came in to sandbag,” 
she recounts. “The community support to 
help businesses not get flooded out was 
unbelievable. Just unbelievable. Not a drop 
got in.”

The Boys and Girls Club is one part of a 
strong support structure.

“We have a very progressive educational 
system,” offers community leader Randy 
Danielson. “Under construction right now is 
an entirely new junior high. Also, in the mix 
is Ancilla College, which is Indiana’s only 
private two-year college. They have a great 
program that feeds to the nursing and health 
care industry.”

Danielson, who serves on the Plymouth 
Medical Center board of directors, says the 
progressive thinking of leadership, both 
locally and regionally, gives Plymouth access 
to cutting-edge technology.

“St. Joe Valley Metronet, based in South 
Bend, brought high-speed broadband into 
Marshall County in late 2013,” he shares. 
“We needed that technology loop for other 
hospitals and connectivity. It’s allowed the da 
Vinci surgery program to come to Plymouth.” 

Used for hernia, gallbladder and urological 
procedures, robotics allow surgeons to 
remove diseased areas without cutting into 
the surrounding muscles, nerves and tissues. 
This results in less pain, shorter hospital 
stays, fewer complications and faster recovery 
times.

Looking forward
Danielson is now heading up plans to 

renovate Plymouth’s historic Rees Theater, 
an iconic art deco building, into a multi-use 
facility capable of hosting special events, live 
arts performances and traditional film 
presentations. It’s a good fit for Danielson, 
recently retired from Johnson-Danielson 
Funeral Home, which was once housed in 
that very same building.

Mayor Senter is very proud of the city’s vibrant downtown.

Randy Danielson (left), who recently retired from Johnson-Danielson Funeral Home, and city attorney 
Sean Surrisi are among the leaders working to create an exceptional community experience.

Connie Holzwart, executive director of the Plymouth Chamber of Commerce, applauds the addition 
of gateway and way-finding signs in recent years. 
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The funeral service began in Plymouth in 1879 as a carriage and 
undertaking business, according to Danielson. It went through the 
stewardship of seven different families.

In January of 2017, community leaders began meeting to find a 
way to preserve the historic building.

“The theater went dark in 2009, but the city had the foresight to 
at least put the internet in that building,” Danielson offers. “That’ll be 
utilized greatly when its reinvigorated.”

The historic Plymouth Fire Station, christened in 1875, is also 
being repurposed to foster new businesses in the community.

“We want to put entrepreneurs in there,” Chavez explains. “We 
want them to come into an atmosphere of entrepreneurship and feel 
like they have a common place and common interests. We want to 
surround them with mentors who understand the challenges they are 
faced with daily.”

Chavez and Surrisi worked in tandem to apply for grant funds 
from the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs to help 
launch the project.

“Plymouth’s business community has a wealth of experience they 
can impart to the next generation of business owners,” Chavez beams.

The city’s own offices were recently renovated. Chavez says 
improving the municipal building has become an importing selling 
point to the community.

“When we can have meetings here at this location, it really 
communicates that that leadership has a vision for the future,” he 
reports. “And when you're willing to invest in your own vision, that's 
a big, powerful statement.”

Surrisi says the hard work is paying off. 

Continued on page 110
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“With the new investment in these apartments (River Gate 
South), there’s going to be more people living in the downtown. A lot 
of (retail) tenants are anchors that have been here for a long time. The 
new investment with the Rees and the city investing in this building … 
I think is a good sign that this is the place to be.”

Great people
The mayor says the city’s successes can be contributed to one 

“natural resource” – the dedicated people of Plymouth. 
“If only you could have seen what it was like here in February of 

2018 during the flood,” he remembers. “It was just amazing what 
happened and the volunteerism that came out. People were just 
everywhere filling sandbags for others.”

Schlosser said he’s proud of the people in his community who have 
stepped up and continued to make Plymouth a great place to call home.

“It’s the people. It’s rural, small town America (where people) 
still have their feet on the ground and their heads not in the clouds. 
Folks here are community minded. I think it’s really the people that 
make the community.”

Plymouth
Continued from page 78




