
Many of us are familiar with the old saying, “Water,
water everywhere but not a drop to drink.” In the
future, the reality is that we may be saying that the
water is safe to drink, but finding enough to meet

our needs is impossible.
This may be a little extreme, but most environmental experts

agree that managing our water resources to sustain our economy
and way of life is our next big environmental challenge. Although
we have spent years improving water quality, little attention
has been given to water management and conservation. 

Most people do not realize that Indiana has some of the
most stringent water quality standards in the country. We are
the only state that has adopted statutory guidelines to designate
“outstanding state resource waters” and have laws in place to
protect those waters. 

Indiana has one of the most effective statutes to require cities
and towns to clean up their “combined sewer overflows” or CSOs.
Of the 106 communities with CSO challenges, more than two-thirds
now have approved plans for correcting their problems. 

Hoosier environmental officials are monitoring more water
bodies for pollutants and doing it more frequently than ever
before. Data is more comprehensive and more reliable than it
has ever been.

Over the past two years, the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management has significantly reduced the backlog
of administratively extended water permits. This means that
these discharge permits now have more stringent requirements
that result in cleaner water.

Collaboration with conservation groups, agriculture and
industry has resulted in better management tools to improve
surface water quality. Conversely, groundwater quality has
remained more uniform and relatively unchanged. Industrial
uses that were considered perfectly safe years ago have resulted
in groundwater contamination. This can take decades, if not
generations, to clean up and is much harder to address than
surface waters. New technologies, however, are now facilitating
many of these cleanups.

Compact agreement
More challenging than improving water quality is managing

our water resources to sustain economic growth and our quality
of life. In 2005, after 10 years of intense work by the governors
of the eight Great Lakes states and the two Canadian provinces
in the Great Lakes Basin, an agreement – the Great Lakes
Compact – was signed. 

Legislators in each of the states must approve the compact
and implementation language specific to their state. Congress
must then give its consent. To date, six states have approved the
compact. In February, Gov. Mitch Daniels signed SB 45 into law
to make Indiana the first state to pass both the compact and
implementation language. To Indiana legislators’ credit, passage

of SB 45 was by a near unanimous vote.
The compact will provide a

management and conservation tool to
preserve this precious resource for the
Great Lakes states. The Great Lakes
represent an amazing 20% of the fresh
water in the world. Until now this
resource was managed by an unorganized
patchwork of laws, which allowed
other states to arbitrarily impact what
Indiana can do with water in and
near the basin.

In recent years, drought conditions have become more
common across the country and parts of the United States are
allowing development that cannot be sustained by their natural
resources. A sense of urgency now exists for Indiana to act
decisively to manage and protect its water supply.

As unreasonable as it sounds, piping water from the Great
Lakes to drought-stricken states over thousands of miles is a
possibility without proper management of our water resources.

Addressing the challenge
Over the past 20 years the Indiana Department of Natural

Resources has been identifying key issues related to a water shortage.
More recently, a Water Shortage Task Force was established by
the General Assembly and has been working to prioritize who
would get water and in what order during a drought.

Several years ago a proposal was made to pipeline water from
Monroe Reservoir to preserve Indianapolis’ water supply. The
availability of adequate water to supply the new Honda plant in
Greensburg became an issue early in the plant’s construction.
Roughly the southern third of Indiana does not support a robust
water supply. These are just a couple of the water quantity issues that
headline the need for sound management of Indiana’s water resources.

Where does Indiana go from here?
The legislature has directed the Water Resources Study

Committee to review and make findings and recommendations
on Indiana’s current and future water situation. Solutions will come
from collaboration with all stakeholders on water conservation
and water management best practices. Not only is this a
responsibility of industry and agriculture, but all citizens of
Indiana must become partners in learning best water management
techniques in their everyday lives.

The challenge is here. The consequences are grim if we do
not accept and act upon it.
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Author: Beverly Gard (R-Greenfield) is chair of the Senate
Energy and Environmental Affairs Committee. Her district
represents portions of Hancock, Henry and Hamilton
counties. She can be contacted at s28@in.gov


