
Jean Northenor's impact has
been felt in Warsaw, Kosciusko
County and beyond.
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2004 Volunteers of the Year

By Tom Schuman

Is Jean Northenor a political junkie? The excitement in her voice when discussing the topic
provides a quick, clear answer.

“Election day is so exciting. You wonder how it’s going to come out in this district or
that race, and whether the voters are going to turn out,” she shares. “Election evening is the

most exciting time for those who are engrossed in the political process.”
Although Northenor becomes interested and involved in statewide legislative races through

her activities with the Chamber’s Indiana Business for Responsive Government (IBRG) political
action committee (PAC), Kosciusko County is home when the votes are coming in.

“I couldn’t be away from this county on election night,” she states. A long-planned but ill-timed
vacation earlier this year relegated Northenor to repeated telephone calls to learn primary results.
She doesn’t plan on replicating that experience any time soon.

Northenor brings business and political experience to her role as chair of the IBRG’s criteria
and endorsements subcommittee and as a member of the policy group that evaluates and votes
on the subcommittee recommendations. She served as the deputy auditor in Kosciusko County
for two years before moving to the top spot in that office for two full terms.

Business front
An 18-year career at Lake City Bank began in marketing and ended as the executive vice president

in charge of marketing, human resources, maintenance and construction. She oversaw the building
or remodeling of 37 buildings in northern Indiana for the expanding financial institution. Northenor
served two years on the bank’s board of directors before retiring in 2003.

Two earlier jobs also helped pave the way for Northenor’s volunteer activities. She and husband
Jim owned and operated Northenor Orchard in the 1960s. Trimming, spraying, picking apples
from 750 trees, making cider and selling the end products was a learning experience. 

After two years in Illinois due to her husband’s job transfer, the couple returned home to Warsaw.
Northenor worked at a realty company, as did the Republican Party county chairman at the time.

“I was an assistant precinct committeeman, not the committeeman or the vice committeeman.
I thought that was pretty big stuff back then,” she says.

Chamber effort
The humble beginnings led to increased involvement at the county level and beyond. Longtime

Chamber public affairs chief Ernie Williams (still an IBRG policy group
member) was among those who talked to Northenor about working with
the Chamber’s PAC. She has been a fixture ever since.

“I look forward to the meetings. We have very strong dialogue and
good discussions. The subcommittee is split on some of the issues, and
I’ve seen many times where the full PAC didn’t agree. People bring their
own thoughts. There’s never been any sour grapes over it.”

Michael Davis, IBRG director and head of the Chamber’s public affairs
efforts, credits Northenor’s dedication and passion. “Jean brings invaluable
local government experience to the table, along with information and
intuition that prove critical to the efforts of the PAC. Her instincts prove
to be right on target in helping the group make some difficult decisions.”

IBRG has been instrumental in electing pro-business candidates to the
General Assembly for more than 20 years. Northenor has strong opinions
on how those candidates should go about their campaigning.

“When people come and talk to me, the first things I ask are, ‘Can you
stand to see most of your life on the front page of the newspaper?’ and
‘Will you run a positive campaign on the issues?’ I don’t like the negative

ads. My thinking is that it hurts the political process,” Northenor contends.
Nothing disheartens Northenor more than seeing people avoiding involvement in that process.

In going door-to-door to register people to vote, she has been told that ‘I don’t want anything to
do with that.’ “That’s so disappointing,” she says.
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Being involved
“In my opinion, government affects every second of your

day. If that’s the case, I’m going to try and be in there and move
that effect to a more positive level,” Northenor points out. “If
you sit back and do nothing, who knows what will come out
of the Statehouse or Washington. You have to be involved to
protect your interests.”

Northenor is proud of the fact that she has been able to
entice others in the business community to increase their political

aptitude. Her personal involvement in various state committees
and commissions has led to Sagamore of the Wabash awards
from governors Bowen, Orr and Bayh.

“What I did was take some good county government
knowledge to those committees,” she explains. 

And what Northenor continues to do today is bring that
political passion to the IBRG and its work on behalf of the
state’s business community.
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