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Tim Haffner’s career as an 
attorney and his volunteer 
commitments allow him to be 
involved in various community 
development efforts.

By Candace Gwaltney F
inding a common theme in Tim Haffner’s work and 
community involvements doesn’t take long – they’re 
nearly all tied to building better communities. 
 Whether it’s serving as the city of Fort Wayne’s 
general counsel, helping business clients or 
volunteering with organizations such as the Indiana 

Chamber, Haffner says he’s found economic development projects are what he enjoys the most.
 Haffner started his legal career at Baker & Daniels 24 years ago; he is a partner at the Fort 
Wayne office. His practice areas include business and corporate finance, economic development, 
and sports and entertainment. 
 “I spend a significant amount of time helping people buy and sell businesses – ranging from 
big to small,” he explains. “I serve as general outside counsel for a number of companies ranging 
from big to small. My role with each of those companies will vary depending upon the nature of 
their needs and their on-staff capabilities.”
 A Fort Wayne native, Haffner earned his bachelor’s degree from Wabash College. He then 
attended the Indiana University School of Law before returning to his hometown.
 Now he spends much of his time helping shape the city where he was raised. “If you care 
about your community, it’s instinctive to want to get involved in it,” he shares. “If you are able to 
make a difference through your volunteer work or through your professional work – in some 

cases the two are connected – it’s all the more rewarding.”
 Haffner’s impact is evident in both those areas.

Commitment to community
 As a member of the Indiana Chamber board of directors, he 
has played an important role in helping increase membership in 
the Fort Wayne area.
 “He really is the lead guy for connecting the Fort Wayne 
business community with the city and the county,” notes Indiana 
Chamber Membership Director Tim Brewer.
 Brewer credits Haffner for helping the Chamber introduce its 
services to a number of new members in Allen County.
 Despite working in a corporate profession, “Tim is very 
down to earth and relates extremely well to a wide variety of 
business leaders. He will enthusiastically describe the Chamber 
and our programs,” he adds.
 Haffner says the Chamber’s “role as a business advocate” 
speaks for itself as he shares its mission with others.
 “The state chamber stands out in terms of organizations 
committed to looking out for the long-term best interest of 
business,” he relates. “That’s particularly true in regard to the 
Legislature. Unfortunately it’s everyone’s responsibility, but no 
one’s job to monitor what the Legislature does; I think the 
Chamber does an exceptional job in providing the services it 
provides.”
 Haffner says the Chamber’s story is fun to share. “I have 
found that once businesses have a better sense of what the 
Chamber’s about, selling them on membership is fairly simple; 
it’s a matter of getting them to take the time to understand what 
the Chamber does. And if you believe in the product, it’s an 
easy sell.”
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 Haffner serves on the Chamber’s nominating committee 
and is now starting his second term with the board.
 In addition to the Indiana Chamber, Haffner has contributed 
to the local chamber. He also helped start both the Fort 
Wayne-Allen County Economic Development Alliance and the 
Northeast Indiana Regional Partnership (an organization that 
markets an 11-county region and teams with local economic 
development organizations to bring new jobs and commercial 
investment to the area). Haffner has served as chairman for 
both organizations.

Building a future
 Through his work at Baker & Daniels, Haffner helped 
bring a minor league baseball team to town in the early ’90s. 
He represented a team owner looking for a new location, 
ultimately settling on Fort Wayne for the Wizards (now the 
TinCaps). 
 More recently, Haffner was involved in plans for a new 
downtown stadium for the team. As corporate counsel, he 
represented the city in negotiations for the $30 million 
ballpark that opened in April.
 “To see a baseball stadium become a reality that your kids 
can then enjoy – it’s not just a project in the abstract; it’s 
something that’s very real and tangible,” he asserts. “It’s made a 
big difference for me to come back to the community and to 

play a small role in helping make it change and improve.”
 Haffner says he can’t help but be a sports fan. He 
developed a niche in his practice working on various sports-
related transactions. He has represented owners, developers 
and communities – largely at the minor league level; he’s also 
been involved in major league deals.
 He sees Fort Wayne’s new ballpark as a symbol of the 
community’s commitment to redeveloping its downtown. 
 Still, Haffner says his biggest accomplishment isn’t from 
his professional work. With three teenage children, being a 
father remains the most rewarding experience. “There’s not a 
day that goes by that I’m not thankful for both them and the 
time I can spend with them. I’m afraid of getting old because I 
don’t know what I will do when I don’t have them to schedule 
me every day,” he confides.
 Haffner’s deep roots in the Fort Wayne community offer 
him a more personal mission in his professional and volunteer 
work. 
 “This is a great community, but it’s faced the same 
challenges that others its size have faced,” he surmises. “It was 
a nice community for me to come home to after college, and I 
hope it’s a nice community for my kids and others to come 
back to after college. I want to do whatever I can to make that 
possible.”
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BP’s local refinery in the communities of Hammond, Whiting and East Chicago began processing petroleum products 

back in 1890, helping to create a new era of opportunity and prosperity for Northwest Indiana and the Midwest.

Today, BP is modernizing the refinery with a total investment of $3.8 billion. During these tough economic times,

BP is committed to Northwest Indiana and to keeping thousands of hard-working men and women employed for the

long term. And what’s more, BP is dedicated to adopting new ways of protecting our shared natural environment.

By investing more than $1.4 billion in environmental improvements, we hope to contribute to building a better community.

Learn more about your local refinery at whitingrefinery.com

For 119 years, Indiana’s Whiting Refinery has helped 
fuel the Midwest. Here’s to the next century.  
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