
Improving broadband capabilities
is a focus for Greg Griffin (left),
executive director of the Rush
County Economic & Community
Development Corporation, and
Rushville Mayor Bob Bridges.

T
he rural areas of Indiana outnumber the urban locations. For those outside
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, Evansville or other major cities, sometimes it takes a few
more partnerships and creativity to deliver economic advancements.

No matter the location, broadband access is a critical issue. Economic development
and business officials examine broadband and more as BizVoice® focuses on business
efforts in Decatur, Franklin and Rush counties.

Rushville is in the early stages of a fiber optic infrastructure project that will benefit government
and the community – including businesses looking for another broadband option. The effort is
made possible by the city and county partnering with other entities.

Both governments had dedicated money to a fiber loop program initiated by RushShelby
Energy. It was later determined that only utility funds would be used for that project. When Blue
River Telecom came along with a plan to help connect government offices and produce potential
cost savings, the city and county jumped on board.

Phase I is expected to be complete by the end of the year. The benefits include enhanced
inter-departmental e-mail and telephone capabilities, significant long distance savings and linking
law enforcement efforts (police, sheriff and prosecutor to name a few) to allow for more effective
and efficient communications and operations.

Rushville Mayor Bob Bridges says RushShelby provided the initial impetus with its desire to
connect its Rushville and Shelbyville offices to lower telecommunication costs. The Blue River
proposal to unite government offices is a major step, he adds, with Phase 2 of that project extending
the benefits out to business and industry.

The Phase I cost of $179,000 is being divided between the city and county. Coming up with
the funds for Phase 2 will be left to the community’s information technology
roundtable, comprised of IT professionals from area companies. The
estimated cost for the second phase is $750,000.

“Their task will be to go out to individual companies and sell the need
for that,” Bridges explains. “That group has been a good sounding board
since it was formed. Who better to know the needs of IT in companies
than the IT managers? It’s better for them to go sell it than me as the mayor
of Rushville.”

Greg Griffin, executive director of the Rush County Economic &
Community Development Corporation (ECDC) doesn’t believe it will be
a difficult proposition. One business, he and Bridges note, is paying
$6,000 a month for a T1 line to allow it to do business with its sister
company in Japan.

“As far as the ECDC, we have five goals. One of them is to improve
and upgrade the infrastructure of Rush County,” Griffin states. “This is
key to our ability to compete. (Broadband) is a basic need of many industries
today.” Bridges goes even farther, calling the fiber access “almost a
requirement from an economic standpoint.”

Even with the planned addition of the fiber network, both officials
say the work is far from complete.

“We have to make sure we have connectivity. For those who can’t
connect, we have to make sure they have access,” Bridges offers. Griffin
adds that physically running fiber to all locations throughout the county
is not cost efficient. He anticipates a supplemental wireless solution will
also be part of the mix.

Omnicity is an Indianapolis-based company that Griffin says has
provided wireless service in Rushville since July 2004. The company is
currently expanding its network to reach other areas within the county.
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Expanding the Broadband Access
Communities Recognize Important Business Need
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Choices in Greensburg 
Don Schilling, president of the Greensburg/Decatur County Economic Development Corporation,

says there are several broadband options in place for area businesses. Both Greensburg and
Westport have access through the local cable company. In addition, Sunman-based Enhanced
Telecommunications Corporation (more on ETC’s efforts in the next section) has been working
more than a year to install fiber directly to businesses and homes in Greensburg.

Another player is Wild Blue, a satellite product being offered by rural electric cooperatives
across the nation. (Schilling is president of Decatur County REMC in addition to his economic
development position). He says the audience is more commercial than industrial, but approximately
50 dishes had been installed in the area during the first few months of availability. A bigger marketing
push is being planned.

RBSK is a local operation offering wireless solutions in the county.
“Most companies moving into town find that we do have options for them,” Schilling relates.

“We have the broadband available in one to three megabyte speeds.”

One company’s outreach
ETC is a company that has provided local telephone service for more than 70 years. It has

expanded its offerings, including high-speed Internet service, in recent years. It reaches nearly
7,000 customers in Ripley, Decatur, Franklin and Dearborn counties.

“We have broadband available to 98%, 99% of the people in our service area,” says Chad
Miles, president and CEO of ETC. “The fiber directly to the home, from our office in
Greensburg, is the latest and greatest thing we’re doing. We’ll continue in Greensburg until we
reach a critical mass, then look at doing another town.”

The fiber offers capabilities not available through the copper wires used for DSL service in other
parts of the service area. Although built like a copper network, the fiber also results in significant
additional expenditures. With ETC serving a largely rural area, its costs for providing service are
already higher than some of its competitors.

Miles doesn’t see a slowdown in the changes
taking place.

“Everything is really taking a turn toward Voice
over Internet Protocol (VoIP). It’s turned some of our
traditional revenue streams up on their ear,” he comments.
“We’re dedicated to providing it and getting ready to
roll it out on a widespread scale.

“Businesses and homes are going to require increased
amounts of bandwidth,” Miles adds. “Our company
will likely evolve into solely a broadband provider.
We’re going to end up being the pipeline for what
people need. It’s gotten to be a highly competitive
business, but any company that wants to come into
this area will receive the same advanced services as
in a metropolitan area.”
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RushShelby Energy has been
instrumental in making key
connections between Rushville
and Shelbyville.

Greensburg companies have
access to several different
broadband providers.



Expanded wireless capabilities are among the next initiatives
for ETC. The technology and the competition, according to
Miles, are good for the consumer. “We’re moving closer and
closer to market-driven rates, letting competition dictate the
price instead of regulation.”

Regional outlook
A business leader familiar with our focus counties and beyond

in southeastern Indiana is Brookville resident Mike Sorrells.
After extensive stints with the former Peoples (now MainSource)
and National City banks, Sorrells moved to Hamilton, Ohio-based
First Financial as market president for southeastern Indiana.
Sorrells deals with middle market companies throughout the region.

“Broadband is critical for the future,” says Sorrells, who
helped in the financing of the Indiana Fiber Network – a
consortium of 19 independent telephone companies. “In this
area, I would say it’s still in the infancy stage.”

Sorrells anticipates it will take a combination of public and
private sector efforts to bring communities such as Brookville
up to speed on broadband. Because of the high expense factor,
most of the work thus far has been initiated by the private entities.

“Almost all the privately owned phone companies in Indiana
are driving the broadband capability. They need to do that to
compete against the big players,” he points out, adding that
state grants to assist in addressing infrastructure needs would
be valuable. 

Business attraction
Economic development is another major focus for Sorrells.

He has served on boards in Columbus and Jackson County, as
well as leading the business attraction and retention program
of the Franklin County Economic Development Corporation
(FCEDC). He cites the following competitive pressures as
commonplace – global economies, primarily China; health
insurance related costs, particularly for small and medium sized
companies; and rising steel and energy prices.

“The general economic climate is good in this area. There
are jobs available if people want to work,” he contends. “Banks

are more willing right now to take chances. There is a lot
of capital available.”

FCEDC was successful in the mid-1990s in attracting
J&J Packaging, which offers full-service manufacturing,
inventory and supply chain solutions. The company has
experienced strong growth and become part of the core of
manufacturing companies in Brookville. 

In discussing his home community, Sorrells says the
lack of immediate interstate access is a detriment for business.
The school system, the people, the overall high quality of
life, however, are all valuable attributes. The proximity to
Cincinnati has helped drive residential growth and tourism.
Business expansion, however, is another topic.

“(Reluctance to change) is absolutely the No. 1 challenge
for small communities like Brookville. People migrating
and building homes want to get away from the big city
life,” Sorrells explains. “It’s an ongoing political challenge
that I don’t see changing.”

Sorrells concludes that North Vernon (in Jennings County)
is a similar community to Brookville, but “one that has done a
better job of attracting industry.”

Expansion efforts
Back in Rushville, Griffin and Bridges point to several

companies that have recently expanded or solidified their
workforces. Copeland Corporation, part of Emerson Climate
Technologies, returned to Rushville after originally moving
operations to Mexico. Additional work also was brought in
from a North Carolina facility.

INTAT Precision completed a $14 million expansion. The
company does machined castings for the automotive industry,
with Toyota a primary customer.

“The economic development climate in the city and county
is improving,” Bridges proclaims. “It’s because of the collaboration
between business, industry and the government bodies.”

In Greensburg, Schilling is excited about the development of
a new industrial park on the northwest edge of town. The more
than 400 acres near Interstate 74 also have strong rail access. The
existing industrial park is full and the city has suffered from a
lack of shovel ready sites. 

There is no particular industry emphasis for the new park.
“We want companies that provide good jobs, moderate to high
income,” Schilling states.

A philosophy shared by many throughout the three counties
and beyond.
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Resources: Rushville Mayor Bob Bridges at (765) 932-3735

Greg Griffin, Rush County Economic & Community
Development Corporation, at (765) 938-3232

Don Schilling, Greensburg/Decatur County Economic
Development Corporation, at (812) 663-3391

Chad Miles, Enhanced Telecommunications Corporation,
at (812) 623-2122

Mike Sorrells, First Financial, at (812) 376-8888

Mike Sorrells cites quality of life as a positive attribute in Brookville and
similar communities.
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(State ranks in parentheses)
Population (1990) 23,645 (63)
Population (2004) 24,970 (62)
Population (2010 projected) 24,789 (64)

Adults (25+ in 2000 census) 15,948 (64)
Adults with high school diploma or higher 79.1% (69)
Adults with B.A. or higher degree 11.5% (58)

Per capita personal income (2003) $26,277 (34)
Median household income (2002) $42,653 (31)

CCiittiieess  aanndd  TToowwnnss – 22000044  PPooppuullaattiioonn
Greensburg – 10,462 Newpoint – 286
Westport – 1,495 Millhousen – 134
St. Paul – 533 Milford – 121

CCoommmmuuttiinngg  PPaatttteerrnnss  ((22000022))
NNuummbbeerr PPeerrcceenntt

Into Decatur County 3,814 20.7%
From Ripley County 1,199 6.5%
From Franklin County 523 2.8%
From Rush County 522 2.8%
From Fayette County 304 1.7%
From Shelby County 274 1.5 %

Out of Decatur County 2,929 16.7%
To Bartholomew County 681 3.9%
To Ripley County 566 3.2%
To Marion County 487 2.8%
To Shelby County 452 2.6%
To Jennings County 149 0.9%
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(State ranks in parentheses)
Population (1990) 19,580 (68)
Population (2004) 22,852 (68)
Population (2010 projected) 24,035 (67)

Adults (25+ in 2000 census) 14,218 (70)
Adults with high school diploma or higher 76.1% (78)
Adults with B.A. or higher degree 12.5% (50)

Per capita personal income (2003) $26,179 (37)
Median household income (2002) $46,420 (14)

CCiittiieess  aanndd  TToowwnnss – 22000044  PPooppuullaattiioonn
Brookville – 2,924 Laurel – 579
Batesville – 1,408 Cedar Grove – 183
Oldenburg – 643 Mount Carmel – 106

CCoommmmuuttiinngg  PPaatttteerrnnss  ((22000022))
NNuummbbeerr PPeerrcceenntt

Into Franklin County 1,359 14.6%
From Fayette County 359 3.9%
From Ripley County 302 3.2%
From Union County 112 1.2%
From Dearborn County 111 1.2%
From Decatur County 89 1.0%

Out of Franklin County 6,821 46.2%
To Ohio (state) 2,456 16.6%
To Ripley County 1,689 11.4%
To Fayette County 574 3.9 %
To Decatur County 523 3.5%
To Out of state 381 2.6%
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(State ranks in parentheses)
Population (1990) 18,129 (75)
Population (2004) 18,028 (76)
Population (2010 projected) 17,521 (77)

Adults (25+ in 2000 census) 12,020 (76)
Adults with high school diploma or higher 79.6% (64)
Adults with B.A. or higher degree 10.3% (69)

Per capita personal income (2003) $26,374 (33)
Median household income (2002) $39,467 (53)

CCiittiieess  aanndd  TToowwnnss – 22000044  PPooppuullaattiioonn
Rushville – 5,785
Carthage – 897
Glenwood – 213

CCoommmmuuttiinngg  PPaatttteerrnnss  ((22000022))
NNuummbbeerr PPeerrcceenntt

Into Rush County 1,489 15.9%
From Henry County 438 4.7%
From Fayette County 370 3.9%
From Hancock County 124 1.3%
From Shelby County 119 1.3%
From Franklin County 106 1.1%

Out of Rush County 3,978 33.5%
To Shelby County 1,239 10.4%
To Marion County 997 8.4%
To Decatur County 522 4.4%
To Hancock County 370 3.1%
To Henry County 193 1.6%
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R e g i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  R e g i o n a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  

The canal and mill town of Metamora, Greensburg’s courthouse tree and the lion outside Rushville High School.




