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EPA: Be a Partner, Not a Problem

O
ne doesn’t have to look far to find business

challenges. From coping with soaring health

care costs and finding workers with the

necessary skill sets for today’s economy

to dealing with international competition, the potential

barriers are numerous.

As a byproduct of the business obstacles, the economic

well being of communities is threatened. Unhealthy

private sector partners and potential loss of employment,

instead of vibrant business growth and job creation,

place additional pressures on local and state levels of

government.

Given this climate, the last thing one needs is another shot below the belt from – in

this case – the top level of government. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA) has preliminarily identified 25 Indiana counties as being in non-attainment of

its new eight-hour ozone standard. The consequences are widespread, with the more

stringent permit regulations essentially putting out the “Not Welcome” sign to new or

expanding businesses with any types of air emissions.

Indiana officials concede that 11 counties – nine in central Indiana, as well as Lake and

Porter in the northwest – do not meet the new standards. Fourteen others, however,

have no reason for being on the list in the first place, or will be in compliance once

new EPA regulations on reduced power plant emissions go into effect six weeks after

the ozone designation date.

Computer modeling can predict the air quality improvements. One branch of the EPA

concedes that these improvements will bring many areas into compliance, while

another presses on with the non-attainment designations. Once designated, removal

from the non-attainment list is a lengthy and costly process.

In a letter to the EPA, Gov. Kernan has asked that “common sense” prevail. We could

not agree more. Government, at all levels, should work to be a partner with business

in providing solutions, not be firing additional arrows at an already wounded target.

Our story on Page 16 explains the situation in detail. Let’s indeed hope that common

sense wins out over bureaucracy and red tape. Businesses and communities are

working hard to improve air quality. Unwarranted sanctions in light of such efforts

would be a difficult pill to swallow.

Kevin M. Brinegar

President

Ordering BizVoice Article Reprints

It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of BizVoice magazine stories. For one low price ($250),
high resolution electronic files will be prepared and placed on a CD for your convenience. You will
be granted permission to print as many copies as you need for marketing or information purposes.
To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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