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Education Must Help Take
Indiana to a Higher Level

As chairman of the Indiana Government Efficiency
Commission’s subcommittee on Medicaid and
Human Services during 2004, I have some
firsthand experience with the importance and

challenge of that process. The goal in all four subcommittees
was, as the name implies, to look at Indiana’s operations
from a business perspective – to judge whether current
resources were being used efficiently and effectively.

Public higher education proved to be an interesting area
of study. The state has a somewhat unique mix of a still-
developing community college system, regional campuses,
four-year universities and the flagship Indiana and Purdue
campuses. The overriding conclusion was that Indiana’s individual institutions, when
compared to their peers, operate efficiently. But, when higher education is considered
as a whole, it falls short of representing the most efficient and cost effective system for
preparing young people for the workforce and transferring technology into new companies.

Some of the findings, and methods for moving forward, are examined in a four-story
package beginning on Page 6. There are few easy answers, but several necessities we
see as higher education advances to play an even larger role in the state’s economic
development efforts. Priorities include:
• A higher level of preparation in the K-12 system for students entering postsecondary

education and the workforce. A mandatory Core 40 curriculum can provide some
of that needed improvement.

• Making it easier for students to complete their education in a timely and effective manner.
Dual high school/college credit where appropriate and more seamless articulation
agreements between two-year schools and four-year colleges and universities are essential.

• Enhanced cooperation between institutions in nearby locations. The most common
example is where Ivy Tech and a regional campus come together. Some of these are
models of success; others have dramatic room for improved relations.

• A continued focus on meeting the state’s economic development needs at all colleges
and universities, particularly in Bloomington and West Lafayette. It’s not enough anymore
to be very good schools. They must help turn research into real-life companies and
students into workforce leaders.

Higher education isn’t alone in this responsibility, but it will play a critical role.

Kevin M. Brinegar
President
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To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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