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Legislative Session 
to Remain Intriguing

A common question, one that picks up in
frequency as a new year approaches, is, “What’s
going to happen in the General Assembly?”

Those questions intensified and took a
slightly different tone in the final two months of 2004
following the election of Mitch Daniels as our state’s next
governor and a pro-business majority in the Indiana
House of Representatives. Some of the inquiries hinted
that the Chamber and the business community “had
nothing to worry about” based on the election outcome.

Yes, the Chamber looks forward to the aggressive
agenda of the Daniels administration and continuing to
work with state government to provide the best possible
business climate in the state. Yes, a more pro-business House will help prevent
anti-business legislation from dominating the process and allow measures supporting
business growth and development to receive fair consideration.

But one look at state government tells you there is still plenty to worry about.
Solving the state’s $800 million structural budget deficit and $2 billion shortfall
(when including borrowing and payment delays) will be a challenging task. Taxes
that increase the burden of the business community will undoubtedly be part of the
debate. Solutions must meet the needs of all Hoosiers.

A closer look at the budget deficit appears on Page 24 in our roundtable discussion.
I was pleased to be joined by three former legislators with more than 70 years of combined
Statehouse experience (and nearly all of that in key fiscal positions). All recognize
that the job will not be easy as state government prepares for unprecedented change
with Daniels leading the way.

Local government efficiency will be another key legislative topic. Indiana’s major
cities – Indianapolis, Evansville and Fort Wayne – are leading the way but communities
across the state are looking for innovative approaches to meet increasing demands in
an effective manner.

BizVoice updates some of those efforts (beginning on Page 28). It also takes a look at
a successful reorganization that combined city and county efforts in neighboring Louisville.

As I enter my 24th year of work in the Statehouse, I continue to live by the
philosophy of “expect the unexpected.” No two sessions are the same, which is why I
eagerly look forward to coming back each year. One constant, however, is that the
Indiana Chamber and its eight-person lobbying team, with your support and assistance,
will be there as strong advocates for the business community.

Kevin M. Brinegar
President

Ordering BizVoice Article Reprints
It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of BizVoice magazine stories. For one low price ($250),
high resolution electronic files will be prepared and placed on a CD for your convenience. You will
be granted permission to print as many copies as you need for marketing or information purposes.
To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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