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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Property Tax Concerns
Not a New Problem

In the nine-plus years the Indiana Chamber has
brought BizVoice® to you, one of its most common
threads has been contention over Indiana’s property
tax system:

• In the second issue, in September-October 1998, Rep.
Jeff Espich wrote, “Property taxes are the right place to
direct tax cuts because … property is often assessed
inaccurately and unfairly … and excessive property taxes
are a barrier to business development, job creation and wage growth.” 

• The May-June 2000 issue reported that U.S. Steel’s Gary Works facility was the
highest taxed manufacturing operation in the country. Of the total tax bill of $100
million, $70 million was in property taxes. 

• Kurt Zorn, an Indiana University professor and former chairman of the State Board
of Tax Commissioners, predicted in July-August 2001: “When we’re really going to
get to the end of this and do some serious restructuring will be the first time the
property tax bills come out under the new system.” 

• The stories and comments continued each year, including Rep. Peggy Welch in the
January-February 2007 edition: “What I have been saying for several years is I’m tired
of the Band-Aids. That’s what we’ve done with property taxes over and over again.
You just keep layering on these Band-Aids, and you’re not fixing the problem.” 

Today, with many taxpayers facing sticker shock from their property tax bills,
the need to get at the crux of that problem has never been greater. It’s evident that
Indiana’s property tax system is too burdensome due to excessive local government
units. Given the amount of public outcry, maybe this will be the time when the
Chamber’s ongoing calls for wholesale changes will be heard. 

The Indiana Chamber believes the first thing that must be addressed is the
assessment process itself. It has proven impossible for all of the state’s 1,100 property
assessors (1,008 at the township level and 92 for counties) to meet the constitutional
standard of providing uniform and equal assessments.

Consolidation of assessing duties is just for starters. On pages 10-11, the Chamber
has put together the ABCs of what’s driving up the tax rates. We anticipate many
more months of discussion and debate. We will advocate for the best interests of all
parties and we encourage you to stay informed – take an active interest in what your
local government is doing, where your tax dollars are going and what the ultimate
course will be for this desperately needed reform.

Sincerely,

Kevin M. Brinegar
President

Ordering BizVoice® Article Reprints
It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of BizVoice® magazine stories. For one low price ($250),
high resolution electronic files will be prepared and placed on a CD for your convenience. You will
be granted permission to print as many copies as you need for marketing or information purposes.
To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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