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president’s Message

Taking an Early Look at 2009

Newspaper columnists sometimes call it emptying 
their notebooks. I’ll use the phrase “looking 
ahead to 2009” to share some thoughts on a 
variety of issues as the Indiana Chamber says so 

long to 2008 (at least financially as our fiscal year ended on 
October 31).

You’re reading this on November 6 or later, which means I 
wrote it several weeks ahead of Election Day. No matter the 
winners at the federal and state levels, here are two critical 
concepts to embrace – strong leadership and bipartisanship. 
Americans, including Hoosiers, are tired of the bickering, 
tired of the partisanship and tired of important problems not getting solved. They 
want results. They deserve it, and our country and state need it.

The challenges in Washington are too enormous to list here. But let’s start with a sound 
national immigration policy that protects innocent workers and companies while 
adequately enforcing the law, actions that truly take advantage of current resources 
and encourage domestic energy production, and providing a regulatory climate that 
allows business to be innovative and productive without unnecessary red tape.

Closer to home, local government efficiency is the name of the game. The status quo 
yields ineffective delivery of services, excessive property tax burdens and a structure that 
cannot keep pace with the needs of businesses and residents. Legislators need to hear 
from their constituents that there is strong support for the Kernan-Shepard commission 
recommendations. We will play a most active role, but we need your help.

Indiana Chamber members, thank you for your past support and your continued 
involvement. While national factors are impacting our companies every day, Indiana 
is in a far better position than many other states. Your investment in your Chamber 
plays a strong role. Take advantage of our programs, products and services. If you’re 
not a member, come see how much we can help your organization.

Finally, one look back to our Annual Award winners who kept their eye on the 
future. Congratulations to Tony George, Joe Kernan and Randy Shepard, and the city 
of Noblesville. Read their stories beginning on Page 12.

Sincerely,

Kevin M. Brinegar
President

Ordering BizVoice® Article Reprints
It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of 
BizVoice® magazine stories. For one low price 
($250), high resolution electronic files will be 
prepared and placed on a CD for your 
convenience. You will be granted permission to 
print as many copies as you need for marketing 
or information purposes. To order your CD, 
contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or 
e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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