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President’s Message

Lessons Learned From the Winners

This is the time and place in which I am supposed to 
elaborate on some common theme that ties together 
the efforts of the award winners featured in this 
issue. In this space, however, I will simply offer 

congratulations (and a few comments) to John Swisher, Stan 
Jones and the city of Valparaiso.

I’ve heard the Swisher and United Feeds story – borrowing 
money from family to purchase a small shed as an office and 
a used truck to make deliveries – several times and continue 
to be impressed. Fifty-three years later, JBS United is a 
national leader in its industry. What began as providing feed to farmers to meet their 
needs has evolved, through a series of changes, to a focus on research and development 
in animal nutrition and related fields. John’s ability to incorporate the lessons of the 
past with the requirements of the present has produced the recipe for success.

I have had the pleasure of working closely with Stan Jones on a number of issues over 
many years. His passion and commitment to education and providing opportunities 
for young people is unparalleled. No matter the challenge – K-12 standards, access to 
higher education, development of the state’s community college system and more – 
Stan brought the necessary parties together and remained steadfast until solutions 
were implemented. He rarely takes any credit, but his leadership in adjusting to a 
constantly changing set of circumstances will yield benefits for years to come.

Valparaiso earns the top community honor for taking an already good quality of life 
and making it even better. Mayor Jon Costas came into office with a plan – one that 
has been executed with the help of all sectors of the city. Public infrastructure 
improvements have generated substantial private sector investment. Past strengths 
that had experienced a decline were revitalized. The city serves as a shining example 
for its residents and those throughout the northwest region.

Leadership. Adapting to changes. Working to make things better. I guess there is a 
theme. Congratulations to the winners and enjoy learning more about their successes 
beginning on Page 12.

Sincerely,
Kevin M. Brinegar
President
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