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A Combination Worth Pursuing

Indiana and leader. Two words that are used together
too infrequently when the topics are jobs and economic
development.

As we work on annual projects such as the Chamber’s
Economic Vision 2010 Report Card, we uncover statistical
evidence that Indiana is improving in many measurable
areas. That improvement, however, often isn’t coming
as quickly as that of our competitors. Many times Indiana
is viewed as a follower or, in more severe cases, a trailer
of others.

Several stories in this edition of BizVoice point to a
strong combination of Indiana and leader. They include:
• Coal gasification. Indiana already has been out front on the demonstration of this

technology with the Wabash River Energy facility near Terre Haute. Now, it has the
opportunity to be a leader in the commercialization of a process that will continue
to ensure low-cost, reliable electricity for Indiana companies and residents, as well
as potentially revive Indiana’s coal industry

• Shovel ready sites. Chamber-supported legislation passed by the General Assembly
has led to the current development of a program that will allow companies looking
to build in Indiana to get the job done much more effectively and efficiently. Other
states have aspects of this effort in place, but Indiana is striving to put together a
comprehensive program that will give it a competitive advantage

• Mittal Steel, the world’s largest steel company, is the new industry leader in Northwest
Indiana following completion of its merger with International Steel Group. Additional
research and development jobs and a regional office have come to East Chicago and
Burns Harbor already, and the long-term hope is that Mittal helps provide stability
and leadership for that area of the state

We also have another in our series of stories on workforce literacy efforts around
the state – again focusing on northwest Indiana and the Raise the Region program. As
demonstrated earlier this year in a Chamber study, the needs in workforce development
are great. The 21st Century Workforce Literacy Summit on September 1 will address
the issue and begin looking at how Indiana can be a leader in enhancing workers’
basic skills.
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Ordering BizVoice Article Reprints
It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of BizVoice magazine stories. For one low price ($250),
high resolution electronic files will be prepared and placed on a CD for your convenience. You will
be granted permission to print as many copies as you need for marketing or information purposes.
To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: tspataro@indianachamber.com.
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