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DOC Must Take the Lead; 
Chamber Ready to Assist

T
he primary mission of the Indiana Department

of Commerce (DOC) is to generate economic

development throughout the state. While

the DOC has the ultimate responsibility

in this area, the job does not belong to the state

government organization alone.

The Indiana Chamber has included an economic

development focus among its business advocacy

efforts for a number of years. Universities and local

organizations play a vital role. Your contributions,

and those of others in the business community, are

essential to growing existing companies and helping

start new ones.

Other states are embracing extensive public sector/private sector partnerships to enhance

their economic development success. The programs and mechanisms vary among the

states, but the bottom line is the same – bring resources and expertise together for the

betterment of all.

DOC is in the midst of change. Twelve regional offices established in the last few months

of 2002 are in the process of trying to more effectively take DOC services out into the

field. Then, 2003 began with a new DOC executive director in Tim Monger, as Tom

McKenna moved over to the chief of staff role for Lt. Gov. Joe Kernan.

The jury remains out on the regional concept. Judging by our story (beginning on Page 28)

there is a great deal of work to do to bring counties together into regional systems,

particularly in a wide-ranging Region 9 that extends from Rushville to Madison. Creating

effective partnerships and increasing economic development resources, however, would

be a step in the right direction.

Shortly after taking over at DOC, Monger (his thoughts are on Page 32) was an active

daylong participant in the Chamber’s Summit for Indiana’s Future. His extensive economic

development background should allow him to make a quick adjustment.

The Chamber stands ready to assist and be a true partner in helping secure Indiana’s

economic future. We urge the state to devote the necessary resources and the DOC to

aggressively and efficiently tout the all-important 2002 tax restructuring, as well as

other state attributes.

Indiana companies, employees, communities and families deserve no less.

Sincerely,

Kevin Brinegar

President


