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Today’s global economy reaches into nearly every aspect
of our daily lives, from the increasing variety of products
available to consumers to concerns about the outsourcing

of jobs to other countries. While globalization has opened new
business opportunities to companies, it has exposed these same
companies to greater competition and more difficult decisions.
Finding success in this complex economy requires workers who
understand the interconnectedness of today’s world and are
prepared to collaborate across cultures.

Having a workforce prepared to work in a global environment
will determine whether an organization thrives or perishes. At
Valparaiso University, for example, international education is
integrated throughout the curriculum to ensure that students
in all programs have the crucial skills necessary to navigate a
changing world. 

Whether it is studying overseas, interacting with international
students on campus, attending cultural events and lectures on
global topics, or learning another language, we want every student
to graduate with a broader understanding of how he or she is
connected to the rest of the world.

Changing locales
Valparaiso sponsors 14 international study programs and

supports Study Centers in China, England, Germany and Mexico,
which host approximately 200 students annually. In 2006, the
university established its newest study exchange partnership
with the University of Cergy-Pontoise, a leading French public
university. The partnership gives Valparaiso students a new
opportunity for international study and also brings French students
to study in Northwest Indiana. 

Valparaiso’s partnerships with institutions in other countries
are valuable not only because our students gain the experience
of studying in another country and learning about its culture,
but also because international students at Valparaiso add to the
diversity of the campus and promote dialogue about global issues.

Increasingly, studying overseas means providing students
with practical work experiences to accompany and enhance
what they learn in the classroom. 

Going German
That desire led to the establishment of the Valparaiso

International Engineering Program-German (VIEP-German) in
2003. The program was created to prepare engineering students
for the increasing likelihood that they will be working outside
the U.S., for a foreign company operating in the U.S. or serve
on a team with engineers of different nationalities. 

The program culminates with each student spending a year
in Germany. During the fall, students study German language,
industry and culture at Valparaiso’s Reutlingen Study Center and
take an engineering course taught in German. The rest of the year
is spent in an engineering co-op with such organizations as DLR,

Germany’s national center for aeronautics
and space research, and Hansgrohe, a
designer and manufacturer of showers,
faucets and other bathroom accessories. 

Earlier in the VIEP-German program,
students live for two semesters in the
Kade-Duesenberg German House and
Cultural Center – a residence hall on
Valparaiso’s campus in which students
speak only German.

Businesses both inside and outside
the U.S. are looking for engineering
graduates and students from other disciplines who have demonstrated
they can thrive in a global environment. Valparaiso students
majoring in international business are required to spend at
least one semester studying abroad, and have held internships
with a wide variety of companies in China, Bolivia, the United
Kingdom and other countries, where they gain experience
communicating in a foreign language and learn how business
practices differ in other cultures. Students majoring in marketing,
finance, accounting, management or information and decision
sciences also frequently choose to study overseas. 

Programs in place
Along with opportunities for study abroad, Valparaiso offers

undergraduate programs in Chinese and Japanese studies,
International Economics and Cultural Affairs, International Service
and International Business, as well as graduate programs in Chinese
studies and International Commerce and Policy. Recently,
Valparaiso began offering dual degree graduate programs that
allow students to earn both a law degree and a master’s degree
in International Commerce and Policy or Chinese studies. 

The aim of the new dual degree programs is to prepare
lawyers to meet the growing demands of a business world in
which an increasing number of companies conduct business
across borders and must deal with different sets of laws. Law
students in a dual degree program have an opportunity to
hold internships at a law firm overseas, gain proficiency in a
second language and learn more about the culture of other
countries. That greater depth of knowledge is a tremendous
advantage in successfully completing business deals. 

Success in tomorrow’s business world will increasingly go
to those who are comfortable working in a diverse, complex
environment. Engaging students in thinking about global
issues is no longer a luxury, but a requirement for ensuring the
United States remains competitive in the world economy.
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