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As the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
prepares to kick off a yearlong Centennial Celebration,
including hosting the Association’s 100th Annual

Convention in Indianapolis in January 2006, it is appropriate
to reflect on its past and discuss the future.

In 1905 President Theodore Roosevelt summoned college
athletics leaders to two White House conferences to encourage
intercollegiate athletic reform. Based on these meetings, the
Intercollegiate Athletic Association of the United State (IAAUS)
was founded with 39 member institutions on March 31, 1906. 

The issue of the day was football and the game’s rugged
nature, typified by mass formations and gang tackling, resulting
in numerous injuries and deaths. In 1910 the IAAUS was
renamed the NCAA. There is an old saying that times change
but issues stay the same. One hundred years later, the NCAA is
still engaged in reform efforts to the benefit of its student-athletes.

To learn more about the storied history of the NCAA, visit
www.ncaasprorts.com and the special centennial web page
developed to “Celebrate the Student-Athlete.” You can peruse
the interactive timeline, watch special video segments and check
to see what special programs you can attend throughout the year. 

Excerpts from the book covering 100 years of the NCAA
by Dr. Joe Crowley, the former president at the University of
Nevada-Reno, and highlights from special ESPN programming
can also be found on the centennial web page. In addition, the
NCAA Hall of Champions, located in the beautiful White River
State Park in Indianapolis, will host a special exhibit, A
Century of Champions, beginning in January 2006.

Coming to Indiana
A key milestone for the Association was the national office

move to Indianapolis from Overland Park, Kansas during the
summer of 1999. While it was not associated with a reform
movement, the move has had a profound impact on the operation
of the Association. From a business perspective, hundreds of
services and vendors had to be replaced with new local and
regional partners within a few months of the move to Indiana. 

Everything from banking, health care networks, caterers,
building services, trash removal, snow removal, printing, design
services, audio visual services and advertising agencies had to
be transitioned to new vendor relationships. Compounding
this challenge was the hiring and training of more than 200 new
staff members, which represented approximately two-thirds of

the entire national office staff.
While the move to Indiana was a

very trying time, it provided an excellent
opportunity for the national office staff
and its vendor partners to rethink and
redesign many business practices. The
NCAA is very appreciative of its new
partners and the support of the city
and state, which made the transition
to the Hoosier state a smooth and
enjoyable one.

Looking ahead
The future is bright and exciting for the NCAA and our

hometown and state. Armed with a strategic plan developed with
the assistance of over 10,000 individuals from our membership,
the NCAA is tackling serious academic reform and fiscal
responsibility. These efforts will be grounded in solid research
and data, not the anecdotal information that some print,
broadcast and online media use to argue against reform.

While undertaking these efforts, the NCAA has also changed
many of its daily procedures and guidelines to
be more student-friendly to help insure that
student-athlete well-being is at the forefront of
decisions. The national office will continue to utilize
technology to assist with our communications
efforts and ensure the NCAA, as an Association,
remains a leader in the employment of technology

in its business applications. All of these initiatives will require
strong partners from the private sector to achieve our aspirations.
The NCAA is fortunate to have such strong and supportive business
communities to assist the Association with achieving its goals.

The recent groundbreaking for the new stadium and
impending expansion of the Indiana Convention Center will
further solidify Indianapolis and Indiana’s role as the amateur
sports capital. The NCAA has committed to hosting at least
one major sporting event or the NCAA Convention in
Indianapolis each year for the foreseeable future. In total, the
NCAA sponsors 88 championships in 23 sports. 

Hoosiers love their sports and the NCAA loves to showcase
its hometown and hospitality of the state and city. With strong
partnerships in the private and public sectors, the NCAA looks
forward to bringing more championships to our home city and
state. The NCAA is happy to call Indianapolis and Indiana our
home and is excited about the next 100 years.
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The NCAA has committed to hosting at least one major
sporting event or the NCAA Convention in Indianapolis
each year for the foreseeable future. In total, the NCAA

sponsors 88 championships in 23 sports.




