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King County, Washington hopes its wellness
program pays off. The 39,000 covered
employees and dependents totaled $136.7
million in claims in 2004, with health care
costs for the self-insured county expected
to rise to $205 million by 2009.

www.governing.com

**********

Southwest Airlines earns kudos for
planning ahead as nearly 85% of its fuel
for 2005 was locked in at prices of $26
per barrel. The company has hedges in
place for portions of its annual fuel use
through 2009.

www.kiplinger.com

**********

For every 10% rise in health insurance
premiums: 1.6% less likely you will find a
job, 3.8% less likely that your job will
provide health benefits, 2.3% decline in
wages and a 1% reduction in hours.

www.nber.org

**********

In a survey of corporate communications
officers, chief executive officers are said to
receive an average of 3.4 speaking
requests per week – or 175 per year.

www.industryweek.com

The U.S. Postal Service recalled 70 million
commemorative stamps and 970,000 picture
postcards – at a cost of $172,000 –
because of incorrect Spanish accent marks
on the stamps that celebrate Latin dances.

www.washingtonpost.com

**********

A record $9.1 billion in federal contracts
was awarded to women-owned businesses
in 2004, but the total was just 3% of the
nearly $300 billion in total contracts. The
government goal is 5% for such firms.

www.fpds.gov

**********

Sixty-four percent of executives responding
to a survey earlier this year indicated they
plan more strategic alliances during the
next two years, with 52% planning to
pursue more joint ventures.

www.kpmg.com

**********

Workers who took no vacation time in
2004: 14%; the average number of vacation
days that workers forfeited last year: 3.

www.lifecare.com

**********

Smoke-free workplaces have nearly
doubled from 35% in 1990 to 69% in 2005.

www.cdc.gov

Forty-five percent of employees who left
their jobs in 2004 chose to cash out their
401(k) savings, subjecting themselves to taxes
and penalties. For those with balances of less
than $10,000, 73% chose the cash route.

www.hewitt.com

**********

Crashes on rural roads account for more
than 60% of the annual traffic deaths
nationwide. Vehicle occupants in fatal rural
crashes are ejected 15% of the time compared
to 7% of the time in urban crashes.

www.nhtsa.dot.gov

**********

Environmental cleanups have occurred in
60 of Pennsylvania’s 67 counties, creating
15,000 jobs. Michigan reports $458.7 million
in private investment and more than
5,400 jobs from brownfield cleanups.

www.eda.gov

**********

High-speed Internet access in hotel rooms
increased from just 7% in 1998 to more
than 50% in 2004.

www.travelmole.com

**********

Survey: 41% of employee respondents
mistakenly believe the bottom line of
business operations relates to “gross profit.”

www.novations.com

**********

The combined rate of local and state
government sales taxes reached 8.587% in
2004. This came despite a record (160)
number of tax rate decreases by governmental
units across the country.

www.vertexinc.com

**********

Since senators were first elected by popular
vote in 1914, never has a party in Congress
gained as many as six seats when it had
more seats up for grabs than the other party.
That’s the situation facing the Democrats
in 2006, who by current count will be
defending 17 seats to the Republicans’ 15.

www.cq.com

**********

The South Shore railroad between South
Bend and Chicago runs 41 trains a day
during the workweek. With gas prices
surging this fall, the number of daily riders
increased from 12,400 to 13,500.

www.southbendtribune.com
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