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The number of secret court-ordered wiretaps
(not including terror-related investigations)
increased 19% in 2004. Judges approved
1,710 surveillance applications, with
three-quarters of the total coming from
four states: New York, California, New
Jersey and Florida.

www.uscourts.gov

**********

Survey result: 73% of executives whose
companies had already outsourced a finance
function say the outsourcing had increased
the rigor of their business process – producing
greater clarity and accuracy.

www.industryweek.com

**********

At least 32 states have wireless networks
in their capitol buildings for legislators
and legislative staff. In the last two years,
14 states (only Kentucky and Iowa in the
Midwest) have extended the capitol wireless
capabilities to the public.

State Legislatures

**********

In 1955, 9% of the U.S. population of 175
million was over age 65. Projections call
for 21% of America’s 389 million people
in 2055 to be at least age 65.

www.cq.com

The number of employers who allow
workers to carry over unused sick days
into the following year has decreased from
51% in 2000 to 37% in 2004.

www.mybusinessasset.com

**********

From 1988 to 2003, the number of
individual tax returns increased by 26%,
while the permanent staff of the Internal
Revenue Service decreased by 31%.

www.trac.syr.edu

**********

The average American spends about 100
hours a year commuting to work. Residents
of New York (30.4 minutes per day) and
Maryland (30.2 minutes) spend twice as
long commuting as residents of South
Dakota (15.2 minutes) and North Dakota
(15.4 minutes).

www.census.gov

**********

Indiana is one of just six states with less
than 10% of its state employees eligible
for retirement. Maine, California and
Virginia all have more than 40% of their
state employees retirement-eligible.

www.csg.org

Tax breaks for retirement programs cost
$112 billion in 2004, while personal savings
totaled an estimated $100.8 billion.

www.nytimes.com

**********

In the 20th century, life expectancy rose
from 47 to 77 years of age, deaths from
infectious disease per 100,000 people fell
from 700 to 50, agricultural workers fell
from 35% to 2.5% of the population and
patents granted rose from 25,000 to 150,000
a year.

www.hillsdale.edu

**********

Currently, about 40% of drinking water
and wastewater treatment facilities are
privately operated. That is expected to
increase to nearly 55% by 2010. In addition,
20% of prisons are projected to be privately
run by the end of the decade.

www.kiplinger.com

**********

Large companies lose an average of $40.7
million a year as a result of information
technology network downtime – including
slower service than normal and outright
outages.

www.infonetics.com

**********

Nearly 20% of American adults say they
think most creatively in their cars. Study
participants also say solitude (66%) and
quiet (47%) are the ideal conditions for
their creative thinking.

http://web.mit.edu/invent

**********

Top barriers to companies maintaining a
competitive edge include: more rapid
globalization by competitors (51% of survey
respondents), greater speed of information
and capital flow (46%), accelerating speed
of technology development (46%) and
increasing commoditization of products (46%).

www.bain.com

**********

Spending on waterway improvement
projects is not keeping pace with the needs
for repairs. The impacts on business are
costly as it takes nearly 900 18-wheeler
trucks or 200 railcars to carry the same
amount of goods as a typical 15-barge tow. 

www.waterwayswork.org
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