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General Motors outsells Toyota in 16 of 
the world’s 20 hottest markets for new cars.

www.kiplingerbiz.com

•••••••

In 1960, people who worked in manufacturing 
made up 28% of the non-farm workforce. 
That number is now slightly more than 10%.

www.bea.gov

•••••••

Who provides the most financing for 
companies that are two years old or younger? 
Banks, with 16% of all financing, are ahead 
of trade creditors, friends and family, 
business angels, venture capitalists and 
government agencies.

www.federalreserve.gov

•••••••

While 73% of U.S. manufacturers say 
they actively use lean or Six Sigma 
programs, only 44% of senior executives 
believe those programs are effective.

www.pwc.com

•••••••

Forty million – the number of miles by 
which Americans reduced their driving in 
the first seven months of 2008.

www.dot.gov

Of IndustryWeek’s top 1,000 publicly 
traded manufacturing companies based on 
revenue, 305 are from the United States and 
209 from Japan. Other top countries 
represented: France (47), Germany and 
the United Kingdom (41 each) and South 
Korea (40).

www.industryweek.com

•••••••

Some cities that officially discourage bottled 
water usage – Albuquerque, Boston, Los 
Angeles, Louisville, Minneapolis, New York, 
Salt Lake, San Francisco, Seattle and St. Louis.

www.stopcorporateabuse.org

•••••••

Port St. Lucie, Florida opened a health 
clinic for city employees, saving $1.2 
million on health care costs in the first 
year after spending $350,000 for clinic 
upkeep and physicians.

www.governing.com

•••••••

Valparaiso residents recycled more than 
two million tons of paper in 2007, saving an 
estimated 34,874 trees, 779,547 gallons of 
oil, more than 14 million gallons of water 
and 123,000 pounds of air pollution.

www.connecttovalpo.com

Only 12% of senior citizens participating 
in a recent survey have spoken with their 
adult children and developed a sound 
plan to address their financial challenges.

www.goldengateway.com

•••••••

Millions of acres devoted to organic farming: 
Australia, 24.6; Latin America, 14.3; Europe, 
13.5; Argentina, 7.4; and North America, 3.7.

www.ota.com

•••••••

Largest oil reserves (in billions of barrels): 
Saud Arabia, 260; Canada, 179; Iraq, 115; 
Iran, 105; Kuwait, 99; and United Arab 
Emirates, 97. 

www.ogj.com

•••••••

The number of senior citizens who 
secured a reverse mortgage increased from 
6,637 in 2000 to 76,000 in 2006.

www.hud.gov

•••••••

International Council of Shopping Centers’ 
prediction: 144,000 store closings by the 
end of the year, a 7% increase over 2007 
and the biggest jump in 14 years.

www.icsc.org

•••••••

States that spent more on corrections than 
higher education in 2007: Connecticut, 
Michigan, Oregon and Vermont.

www.pewcenteronthestates.org

•••••••

The top reasons companies are adopting 
green logistics and transportation initiatives: 
improve customer relations, improve 
public relations and decrease fuel bills.

www.eyefortransport.com

•••••••

The number of companies using incentives 
to promote company health and wellness 
programs rose from 62% in 2007 to 71% 
in 2008.

www.nam.org

•••••••

Europe’s top 10 tech cities: Paris, London, 
Oxford, Cambridge, Berlin, Madrid, Munich, 
Copenhagen, Manchester, and Zurich and 
Amsterdam (tied).

www.bciglobal.com
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