
Although there is no shortage of local, state and national
data regarding education issues, what has been missing
in Indiana is a comprehensive resource to provide
the numbers and offer perspective. 

Enter the Chamber’s new education web site
(www.indianachamber.com/education), to be available in
early September. 

“The goal is to pull into one place the various news, studies
and developments that are occurring in Indiana education reform,”
states Derek Redelman, vice president of education and workforce
development policy at the Indiana Chamber. “We’ve had a lot
of organizations come and go over the
last several years, but the Chamber
has been a steady leader. My
expectation is that we’ll continue
that role while also filling the void
in communication and resources
that exists today.”

Local, state and national data
will highlight performance levels,
analyses and successful programs,
as well as common and unique
challenges. In addition, it will feature
Chamber studies and provide updates
on legislation the Chamber is pursuing
during General Assembly sessions. 

Information will be divided into three categories: K-12
education, higher education and workforce development. Topics
revolving around K-12 education will include charter schools
and other forms of school choice, accountability, testing, school
performance and funding.

The higher education section will
focus initially on ties to Indiana’s
economic development efforts,
affordability and student preparation.
The workforce development section
will complement the Chamber’s
Ready IndianaTM program
(www.readyindiana.org) and, among
its offerings, profile successful efforts
in other states.

“We still have one of the lowest
percentages of adult
populations with a bachelor’s degree,” Redelman
asserts. “We need to get more young adults into
postsecondary education, but we also need to
make sure they’re prepared before they get there.

“It is probably one of the greatest needs
of our state because our jobs base is changing so
much,” he continues. “We have a real challenge
to help our adult population gain the skills they
need for our current and future workplaces.”

Also launching in September is a biweekly
education e-newsletter to further connect individuals
to education news and information. It will provide
timely data and updates on pressing issues. The
newsletter also will be featured on the web site,

offering easy access to archived editions. 

Education Information at Your Fingertips
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Resource: Derek Redelman at (317) 264-6880 or
www.indianachamber.com/education
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