
The Isbans provided the majority
of the club's funding for several
years.
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T
ime and attention are often the best gifts an adult can offer a child. Leonard and
JoAnn Isban’s community efforts epitomize that concept. 

They are perhaps best known for establishing the Boys & Girls Club of Marshall
County in 1995. The couple served as the primary financial support for the first
several years of operation. Proceeds from the United Way, private resources, annual
fundraisers and a county-wide solicitation campaign now support the local organization,

with the founders continuing to provide financial backing.
Approximately 500 young people are members, with a daily average of 110 kids visiting the club. 
“I felt there was a real need in the community for children to have a place to go so they

wouldn’t go to an empty home,” JoAnn recalls. “I have no idea what their home life is like, so
for them to be able to come here and build relationships with other kids and with staff, I think
it’s a pretty wonderful thing.”

About the club
A restaurant originally occupied the Boys & Girls Club building. The Isbans later added a

gymnasium. They recently expanded the club’s arts, crafts and technology area. It also features a
game room, learning center and room reserved for teen-agers only.

“JoAnn and I started this because we were very aware of latchkey kids,” Leonard states. “We
needed a place for them to meet. And this is it.

“Kids have fun here,” he adds. “They’re spending quality time with their peer group. The
whole deal really is that they’re safe here. We know they’re going to be safe in this environment.”

Leadership consists of nine employees: three full-time professionals and six part-time staff
(four of the part-time staff are longtime Boys & Girls Club members). 

Open year round, the club extends its hours when schools are closed or there is early dismissal.
During the school week, operating hours are 3-8 p.m. There is a $50 annual membership fee,
which equates to less than $1 per week. 

Family members often participate in various activities. “During the school year, we’ll have 90
kids playing basketball (in the gymnasium) at night and 100 parents watching them,” Leonard
comments.

Prevention programs
“We try to offer something for everyone,” explains executive director Billie Treber, “but we
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definitely focus on responsibility and leadership,
as well as prevention. We do a lot of alcohol and
tobacco prevention programs, and safety and
awareness programs. One of the biggest things we’ve
been implementing is an anti-bullying program
because it is an issue challenging kids everyday.” 

Bullying is among topics discussed at club
meetings. The “Let’s Get Real” program employs
educational videos to illustrate overt and less
obvious forms of bullying behavior. Although
participation is optional, staff members identify
kids exhibiting bullying behavior and encourage
parents to participate with their child in the program. 

The Youth of the Year award, a national Boys
& Girls Club program, honors individuals who
have overcome obstacles and made exemplary
contributions to their communities. Staff members
invite eligible candidates to apply, who then submit
two essays for review by a committee. Local winners
advance to the state competition. 

Giving back
The Isbans’ contributions to Marshall County

span more than 30 years. Leonard is owner and
president of American Containers, Inc., a packaging
company with plants located in Indiana, Georgia
and California. 

“Since we moved here, we’ve tried to make a
contribution to the city in some shape or form,”
Leonard notes. “I tend to think that industry is
the lifeblood of Plymouth, Indiana, and I think
that people who are successful in industry should
be doing something for the communities. It isn’t
just writing a check (for a charitable organization). It’s got to be something else.” 

“We’ve been very successful and very lucky,” JoAnn reflects. “When you get to that point, you
just think you need to give something back to the community. We discussed what to do and decided
this (the Boys & Girls Club) is what is needed here and kept on going with it until it came about.”

In addition to the Isbans’ role with the Boys & Girls Club, American Containers contributes
financially to St. Joseph Hospital and establishes scholarships for Notre Dame students. JoAnn
uses art to reach out to patients at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and the Barbara Sinatra
Children’s Center by painting t-shirts and making crafts.

Making a difference
Leonard and JoAnn try to join club members at least once per month for bingo day. One of

JoAnn’s most treasured memories of the club occurred after a bingo game.
“Two young boys walked up to me,” she says, “and one of them put his arms around me

and said, ‘thank you for starting this club.’ And then (the other) little boy said, ‘I want to thank
you also.’ It just touched me so much, and I thought, ‘it is so worth it.’ That was a great feeling
to have them say that. It’s very important.”

Scholarship programs increase opportunities for the Isbans and others to positively impact
children’s lives.

“If they really feel they can’t afford it,” JoAnn remarks, “somehow we get them in. We don’t
want to leave anyone out. We don’t want anyone roaming the streets or being home alone. We’d
rather they were here.”

I N F O R M A T I O N  L I N K

Resource: Boys & Girls Club of Marshall County at (574) 936-0660

Camaraderie drives educational
and recreational activities.
Leonard and JoAnn Isban
participate in Bingo Day (top),
while club members often
gather in the game room.




