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M
omentum is mounting in Indiana to finish Interstate 69, the nation’s only

major expressway to be halted and left in limbo.

At the end of March, the Federal Highway Administration approved the

Indiana Department of Transportation’s suggested route for the I-69 extension,

which runs from Indianapolis to Evansville via Bloomington, settling the often-

debated path of the road and paving the way to begin its long-awaited completion.

Government officials and other interested parties are now turning their attention toward

spreading the word about the extension’s benefits and rallying support and resources to ensure

the project’s reality.

One such group is Hoosier Voices for I-69, which took its first public step on April 19 in

press conferences along the proposed new corridor – including stops in Indianapolis, Evansville

and near the midway point between the two in Loogootee. 

A not-for-profit organization, Hoosier Voices is the statewide successor to Voices for I-69,

which represented the interests of Indiana’s southwestern counties upward to Indianapolis.

Hoosier Voices’ work also augments what is being done nationally by the Mid-Continent

Highway Coalition.

The officers and board of directors of Hoosier Voices come from every region of the state

and bring together a variety of perspectives, including that of the business community,

economic development arena and labor world.

“One of our primary missions is for the I-69 extension to be viewed, by businesses and

citizens alike, as the state and national infrastructure asset that it is,” offers Mike Sample,

executive director of Hoosier Voices for I-69, which is headquartered in Indianapolis. “The

I-69 extension is the embodiment of creating more jobs, improving the business climate

and stimulating Indiana’s economy for many decades to come.

“For too long southwestern Indiana has been cut off from the rest of the state because

it lacks an interstate, which makes it difficult for major economic development efforts to

reach the area. This has negatively impacted not only the communities in the region, but all of

Indiana,” he maintains.

While job opportunities all along the new route will increase due to the simple fact most
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businesses want to be near an interstate highway system, the rewards of the extension are

not just limited to areas directly on the new corridor, says Kevin Brinegar, Indiana

Chamber of Commerce president and a Hoosier Voices board member. “It will have a

positive domino effect statewide, with Indiana being seen as a more viable hub for

business and job opportunities due to its improved transportation capabilities.”

During its first 20 years, projections show the new I-69 will generate $3.2 billion

in personal income growth for southwest Indiana, including benefits for Marion,

Johnson, Morgan and Hendricks counties, according to the Indiana Department of

Transportation. Additionally, staggering financial gains are forecasted for businesses

that regularly ship freight by truck throughout the state, with savings in operating

costs predicted to be $155,000 per day, $51 million per year and $1.2 billion over

20 years.

Sample states the new I-69 route will also better the quality of life for Indiana residents

as travel will be made much easier, safer and quicker. “Access to higher education will also

become more convenient, with 360,000 more Hoosiers within an hour’s drive of a major college

or university,” he adds.

“Bottom line, all Hoosiers win with the extension of I-69. It’s time to focus on moving this

effort forward to better our state.”
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