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By Tom Schuman E
lsewhere in this issue, you can read about the Chamber’s annual award winners – 
the top business and government leaders and the community of the year. Check 
them out; trust me when I say discovering more about these success stories is 
worthy of a few minutes of your time.
 Those honors, and the articles and videos that go along with them, are a 
tremendous opportunity for you to learn, hopefully benefit from what you find out 

and definitely celebrate our great state. The single problem with each of those awards – we can 
only recognize one in each category.
 In this issue, we also salute our 50-year-plus Indiana Chamber members. While the company 
names and the year they began their relationship with the state’s leading business association follow 
(on Pages 48-49), we also typically highlight one of the organizations for its accomplishments 
and achievements over the years. Again, always a good story to tell, but there’s that “just one” 
problem.
 Problem solved in 2009. Of the 235 companies on our list this time around, a number are 
involved in the business of food and drink. They’re making it and baking it; adding to its taste; 

preparing it for customers; distributing it to others who are selling it to 
Hoosiers around the state; or somehow involved in helping ensure that our 
hunger and thirst needs are more than adequately met.
 We’re going to take you on a delicious tour – tantalizing your taste 
buds on occasion or making you say, “I didn’t know we did that here in 
Indiana.” Remember, all on the list have been Chamber members for at 
least 50 years. If you belong on that list and in this story and you’re not 
mentioned, I apologize in advance. Let me know and we’ll make sure you 
receive your just desserts (the food jokes will be kept to a minimum).

Big names, big players
 Quick, where do you buy your groceries? For many, that weekly trip 
ends at one of the many Kroger or Marsh supermarkets in the state. Both 
companies have been and continue to be leading corporate citizens in the 
communities where their stores are located. Or maybe you’re going to Jay C. 
Food Stores (now part of Kroger, but a longtime Seymour-based operation).
 Maybe you want some food prepared for you to take care of those 
immediate hunger needs. If the legendary “slider” or any other White 
Castle favorites are to your liking – 24 hours a day, seven days a week – 

you can count on the regional office of White Castle System, which oversees multiple locations 
throughout Indiana and neighboring states.
 Or you require a favorite beverage to wash down your food choices. Chamber members 
have just what you need in the Coca-Cola Bottling Company outlet in Kokomo, a family-owned 
business dating back to 1935. In a BizVoice® story several years ago, it was reported that 1.9 
million cases a year were being distributed within a 40-mile radius of Kokomo.
 If you’re relaxing away from work, you may be enjoying a whiskey, gin or other beverage 
that made its way through Lawrenceburg Distillers Indiana. Established in 1847, the 78-acre 
southeastern Indiana facility is one of the few beverage alcohol distilleries in the world with 
onsite bottling, warehousing and distribution components.

Industry leaders
 Let’s throw out a few more names that many are at least somewhat familiar with. How about:
•  Clabber Girl, which has called the same downtown Terre Haute location home since 1889. The 

baking powder pioneer, part of the Hulman family enterprise that includes the Indianapolis 
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Motor Speedway and various racing-
related properties, has expanded into 
other product lines and in recent 
years created a museum to showcase 
its glorious history

•  Red Gold, with the straightforward 
mission “to produce the freshest, best 
tasting tomato products in the 
world.” It does so from its corporate 
headquarters in Orestes and several 
manufacturing, processing and 
distribution facilities, primarily located in 
Madison County, as well as a plant in Geneva in 
Adams County

•  N.K. Hurst Company, which began as a family 
business in 1938 with the trading and distribution of 
sugar. Since 1948, from its downtown Indianapolis 
location, it has been recognized as a top packager of 
edible dry beans. Over 18 varieties of beans are 
selected from the leading growers in bean-producing 
states throughout the country

 A couple of international firms with Indianapolis-
based operations utilize the latest technology to 
enhance the food experience for all. 
•  National Starch has a 120-year history, with the last 50 

finding National Starch Food Innovation a global leader in 
science-based solutions to food processing and ingredient 
technology challenges

•  Sensient Flavors, a part of Sensient Technologies Corporation, 
has sales and manufacturing operations across five continents. 
In its own words, it “offers value-added, technology-based 
flavor systems that bring life to food and beverage products.”

 In my words, both help make things taste better, and I’m 
all for that.

Key contributors
 All mentions thus far have fallen into one or more of several 
categories – immediately recognizable names, big players on a 
national or international level, or industry leaders. They provide 

important products or services; 
they boost our economy; they 
are invaluable. And, once again, 
each has been an Indiana 
Chamber member for at least 50 
years.
 But we’re not done. It’s 
time for some companies that 
many of you are likely unaware 
of unless you have lived in 

their backyard or executed some 
business with the organization. 
They represent diversity in the food 
game, with locations in various areas 
of the state. And, they too, are 
longtime Chamber supporters.
 Let’s start with Kosciusko County 
neighbors Little Crow Foods (Warsaw) 
and Creighton Brothers and Crystal 
Lakes Egg Products (Atwood). CoCo 
Wheats (hot cereal), Miracle Maize 
(muffin and cornbread mix) and 
FastShake (pancake mix in a bottle) are 
a few of the product names for Little 

Crow, now in its fourth generation of 
family ownership following its beginnings as a 

flour mill in 1903.
 Creighton Brothers originated as a family poultry business 
in 1925. Today, it includes growing and laying farms, a swine 
production facility, crop farming operations, a feed mill and a 
processing plant. The sister company, Crystal Lakes Egg Products, 
is supplied with a full line of egg products for its customers.
 Sticking with some food products, there is the Richmond 
Baking Company. It serves the commercial industry with 
cookies, crackers, coating systems and dessert crumbs. While 
it started in 1902 by delivering baked goods via horse-drawn 
carriage, today there are Georgia and Oregon (in addition to 
the Richmond headquarters) locations serving national and 
international customers.
 Another popular treat comes from the Weaver Popcorn 
Company, based in Noblesville. Consider the following facts:
•  Weaver is the largest popcorn manufacturer, producing 

nearly 30% of all the popcorn sold in the world
•  It has tens of thousands of acres of growing fields and 

facilities in the United States and Argentina
•  Products are sold in over 90 countries
•  The company inspects 750 billion kernels of popcorn each year

Supporting the cause
 We’ll wrap up this little culinary tour with a quick look at 
four organizations that help make it all possible for the providers 
and sellers of the food and beverage products.
 Milroy Canning Company, located in the southern portion 
of Rush County, specializes – as the name suggests – in 
canning tomatoes and other products.
 Urschel Laboratories, which calls 2009 Community of the 

Continued on page 56
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Year Valparaiso its home (see story on Page 30), specializes in 
precision food processing equipment such as potato chip slicers, 
cheese shredders, french fry cutters, vegetable cutters and 
more. Its products are shipped throughout the United States 
and to more than 100 countries worldwide.
 New Haven in Allen County is the base for F. McConnell 
& Sons. It offers over 10,000 items to convenience stores and 
food service locations (restaurants, schools, hospitals) in 
Indiana and the four surrounding states. The family business 
started as a wholesale tobacco operation in 1914.
 Go south, way south, to Spencer County and the town of 
Dale to find Winkler Wholesale Grocers. The fourth generation 

family operation (it began in 1911 with $225 and John Winkler 
and his son Elmer selling produce, poultry and eggs) serves 
independent grocery stores in Indiana, Kentucky, Illinois and 
Missouri. It is also the parent company of Wesselman’s Supermarkets – 
10 locations in five southwestern Indiana communities – and 
L&T Trucking.
 We truly appreciate all our Chamber members. Those in 
the more than 50-year category deserve our special 
recognition. And if you’re hunger or thirst has been satisfied, 
there’s a pretty good chance that one or more of the member 
companies noted here played some part in the process.

Bon Appétit!
Continued from page 47




