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Can you imagine designing a better place to live, work
or play? How would you bring it all together? In the
process, could you find a better way to work, make
our city a better place to live and be a better member

of the community? By yourself, could you find a way to make
it all happen?

Individuals, businesses and organizations around Indiana
are challenged by those questions and more every day. For many
of us, we spend more time at “work” than at “home.” But isn’t
our home more than just the house in which we live? Our bigger
home is the community in which we are educated and cared
for; and the places where we work and play. The places where
we live, work and play have a big impact on how we live,
work and play. 

Bringing it all together
With the idea of impacting the art, architecture, design

and character of the Indianapolis landscape, we envision a
consortium of top design professionals working together. Setting
out to bring together the most talented local professionals to
capture this vision, Business Furniture, Indiana’s largest office
environment provider, has launched “The Design Collaborative.”

Bringing it all together is Indianapolis’ noted planner and
landscape architect, James E. Browning, whose hope is to promote
creative expression in the business world, and in the local art
and culture of the Indianapolis area. Our goal is to stimulate,
through education and community leadership, design excellence
in central Indiana.

Rich in local talent
Now, imagine The Design Collaborative ... bringing together,

on a project by project basis, those best suited in the architectural,
interior design, engineering, construction, landscape and interior
furnishings disciplines. Those professionals who live, work
and play in Indianapolis and the surrounding areas are best
suited for shaping the landscape of the community. 

“We’re not asking the professionals in the architecture and
design community to give up their individual identity. We
want to bring the projects and the best suited talent together,”
Browning says. He stresses that The Design Collaborative will
not be another company. It will seek to focus the attention of
the Indianapolis business community on the vibrant and talented
architecture and design community, whose talents should be
encouraged and showcased as Indianapolis grows and looks
ahead to the future. 

Central Indiana possesses a wealth of local talent that can
be drawn from to assemble a client’s “dream team.” By working
with local professionals, clients will have more control of their
projects. Projects will come together in a manner that is significantly
better, can be done for less money, will stimulate a creative

and exciting process, and will leave a
mark on the community.

Leading the way
While The Design Collaborative,

a division of Business Furniture, will
enhance the company as the creative leader in space planning
and interior design, it has a wider purpose. Through volunteer
work, sponsorships, professional and student competitions, The
Design Collaborative will be a strong contributor to arts initiatives
and Indianapolis’ cultural environment.

The presence of Browning as managing director is key to
the creation of The Design Collaborative. A founding partner
of the architectural firm of Browning Day Mullins Dierdorf,
Inc., Browning has participated in the development of many of
the defining projects of Indianapolis, including the RCA Dome,
Eiteljorg Museum, Victory Field, Canterbury Hotel, Circle Center,
Capital Center, lower canal revitalization and Pan American
Plaza, among others.

This new venture is the result of our company’s ongoing
commitment to the importance of design expertise and creativity
for the workplace. As the industry leader, we believe it is our
job to commit the time and resources to develop creative talent
and to share it with our community.

Envisioning the future
Imagine designing a better place to live, work and play.

Imagine The Design Collaborative. Imagine the opportunity to
shape the landscape of your city, your community. A better
place to live. A better place to work. A better place to play. It’s
easier to imagine with The Design Collaborative.
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Those professionals who live, work and play
in Indianapolis and the surrounding areas
are best suited for shaping the landscape
of the community. 




