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Toasting Indiana’s Wine Industry

It may not house the expansive vineyards of Napa Valley, 
but Indiana is widely considered the birthplace (in what is 
now Vevay in the southeastern part of the state) of the 

nation’s wine industry more than two centuries ago. And 
today, it’s experiencing tremendous growth. Last year, seven 
new wineries opened (bringing the total to 43) and an 
inaugural signature wine was recently unveiled. 
 There are 425 acres of grapes dotting Indiana’s landscape. 
Most wineries are nestled south of Indianapolis. Seven more 
are slated to open over the next year, according to the Indiana 
Wine Grape Council.

 The state’s new signature wine, Traminette, was introduced 
to benefit not only the wine industry, but also the tourism and 
agricultural sectors. It is a sweet white wine produced using a 
special hybrid grape developed to thrive in Indiana’s climate. 
Wine drinkers are encouraged to enjoy Traminette with 
poultry, seafood, Asian cuisine and vegetarian meals.
 Plans are underway to develop “Traminette Trails,” which 
would become Indiana’s fourth major wine trail.
 At the 2009 Indy International Wine Competition held at 
the	Indiana	State	Fairgrounds	last	summer,	one	of	the	274	
medals	Hoosier	wineries	garnered	went	to	Oliver	Winery	(located	
in Bloomington) for the “Traminette of the Year” award. 
	 Each	year,	Hoosier	wineries	draw	approximately	one	million	
tourists.
Resource: Indiana Wine Grape Council at www.indianawines.org

shorts

Increased student participation. More attentiveness to 
directions. Not to mention fewer evenings with a strained 
voice. These are a few of the benefits teachers at an 

Indianapolis high school are experiencing by using sound 
systems in their classrooms to enhance student learning. 
 A national grant awarded last year enabled Lawrence 
Central	High	School	(LCHS)	to	install	the	technology	in	35	
classrooms. Teachers use microphones to cover subjects such 
as foreign languages, English, math, science and history.
 “A lot of the classrooms aren’t carpeted and sound echoes, 
so it keeps the teachers’ voices amplified,” says Pam Gennett, 
who teaches the deaf and hearing impaired.
 She notes that the systems make it easier for students 

who choose not to wear their hearing aids (for fear of standing 
out) to communicate with their teachers. In addition, she 
asserts that the technology can benefit general education students, 
too, such as boosting their confidence when delivering 
presentations.
 “It’s a truly wonderful opportunity we’ve been given, 
and I think it will take a little bit of time for everyone to 
adjust,” she reflects. “I think the real data and positive things 
are going to come toward the end of the year. Are kids 
staying awake? Is there less disruptive behavior? Those are 
the kinds of things we’ll want to look at.”
Resource: Lawrence Central High School at (317) 964-7400 
or http://lawrencecentral.ltschools.org

High School Classrooms Wired for Sound
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States Seeking Rest Stop 
Commercialization Face Bumpy Road

The next time hunger strikes during a long road trip, you 
will likely have to settle for vending machine fare if you 
stop at a rest area. 

 A longstanding federal law prohibits commercial activity 
(such as food and fuel services) at rest stops along interstate 
highways. A small number of states are exempt because they 
constructed	facilities	prior	to	1960	or	located	them	on	a	toll	road.
 Many states are urging lawmakers to lift the ban, arguing that 
revenue from commercialization can help offset budget shortfalls 
(rest areas are maintained and funded by state departments of 
transportation.) Virginia shuttered nearly half of its 42 rest stops 
this summer after Congress rejected a proposal to lease space 
to	businesses.	Officials	are	continuing	to	fight	for	privatization,	
however, and hope to eventually reopen the closed sites.
	 In	addition,	a	trio	of	states	–	California,	Oregon	and	
Washington – is considering building alternative fuel stations 
at rest stops along Interstate 5 from the Canadian border to 
Mexico. 
	 One	state	already	benefitting	from	incorporating	businesses	
at rest areas is Maryland. Each year, it generates a combined 
$40	million	in	food	and	beverage	revenue	and	sells	16	million	
gallons of fuel at two major travel plazas. 
 While supporters of commercialization contend that it can 
boost local economies, opponents (which often include 
restaurant franchises and gas stations) maintain that 
competition with new establishments would jeopardize 
existing businesses located at nearby interchanges. 
	 Back	at	home,	the	Hoosier	state	has	no	plans	to	pursue	
commercialization at its 30 rest areas, according to the Indiana 
Department of Transportation. Each year, the state spends 
approximately	$1.5	million	for	trash	removal,	repairs	and	utilities,	
and $4.8 million for janitorial services. Average annual capital 
expenditures (which include replacing outdated facilities) total 
$12	million.
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Bear Run Mine Ready  
to Tap Indiana Coal

Sullivan County, nestled in Southern Indiana, will soon 
be home to the biggest surface coal mine in the eastern 
United States. It will bring 350 new jobs to the area.

 Bear Run Mine will serve power plants throughout Indiana, 
as well as other Midwest utilities and industrial customers. In 
2010,	it	will	produce	up	to	three	million	tons	of	coal,	with	that	
number increasing over time (production capacity is eight 
million).	Each	year,	the	mine	will	contribute	$140	million	in	
regional economic benefits.
	 Operations	are	slated	to	begin	during	the	first	half	of	this	year.
 Spearheading the development is St. Louis-based Peabody 
Energy, the world’s largest private-sector coal company.
 “We are investing approximately $350 (million) to $400 
million in capital over a period of years to bring the mine to its 
full capacity,” shares Beth Sutton, spokesperson for Peabody. 
 Sutton cites Sullivan County’s location in the Illinois 
Basin, one of the fastest growing coal regions in the U.S., as an 
important reason it was chosen to house the mine. She also 
points to its strong reserve base, access to infrastructure and 
the ability for Peabody to serve its customers. 
 “We have a large reserve base in the Midwest, and at Bear 
Run we have a large reserve base of nearly 200 million tons,” 
she explains. “The development is made possible by 90 million 
tons of customer commitments that will deliver nearly $6 
billion in revenues over time.”
Resource: Beth Sutton, Peabody Energy, at (928) 522-7008 
or www.peabodyenergy.com

Truck	drivers	may	have	their	own	lanes	on	Interstate	70	
someday.
 Indiana is part of a four-state coalition (along with 

Illinois,	Missouri	and	Ohio)	conducting	a	study	to	determine	
the potential benefits, costs and impacts of building dedicated 
truck	lanes	along	800	miles	of	I-70.	It	would	be	the	nation’s	
first truck-only interstate corridor.
	 The	U.S.	Department	of	Transportation	is	funding	the	I-70	
Dedicated Truck Lanes Feasibility Study as part of its “Corridors 
of the Future” program, which was created to decrease 
congestion and enhance the efficiency of freight delivery. 

 

In	mid-2009,	work	began	on	the	study.	One	focus	is	promoting	
business growth.
 “Dedicated truck lanes would increase the number of 
intermodal	facilities	along	I-70	that	would	be	able	to	transfer	
goods from a truck to another mode of transportation to ensure 
they get from point A to point B,” remarks Will Wingfield, 
spokesman for the Indiana Department of Transportation. 
 To address safety concerns, construction of truck lanes 
with advanced pavement types (including thicker pavement 
sections) to handle heavier loads is under consideration. 
 “By being able to separate those two types of traffic (passenger 
and truck), you’re able to move heavier quantities and larger 
amounts of freight while still maintaining or improving the 
existing	level	of	safety	out	on	I-70,”	Wingfield	asserts.
	 He	adds	that	it’s	too	early	to	estimate	the	cost	of	adding	
the lanes.
 “Certainly, the investment would be significant, but we 
also believe this is worth studying because the rewards and 
returns on investment could be even more significant.” 
	 The	goal	is	to	complete	analysis	by	the	end	of	2010.	
Resources: Will Wingfield, Indiana Department of 
Transportation, at www.in.gov/indot

I-70 Dedicated Truck Lanes Feasibility Study at www.i70dtl.org

State Counting on  
You to be Counted

The start of any decade is significant for a variety of 
reasons.	One	that	has	major	implications	for	
businesses, their employees and all residents is the 

United States Census.
	 Why	should	you	take	approximately	10	minutes	to	
answer	the	10	questions	on	the	dramatically	shortened	
form?	Here	are	just	a	few	of	the	reasons	the	census	matters:
•		Determining	the	number	of	seats	for	each	state	in	the	
U.S.	House	of	Representatives

•		Drawing	federal,	state	and	local	legislative	districts
•		Distributing	more	than	$435	billion	in	federal	funds	to	

state and local governments each year. That’s as much as 
$1,200	per	person

•		Defining	the	makeup	of	states	and	communities,	
providing decision-makers with the information they 
need for future development efforts
	 Census	participation	is	required	by	law.	Households	
that	do	not	return	the	form	by	April	1	(they	will	be	mailed	
in mid-March) can expect a visit from census workers. All 
individual information is kept confidential.
 Companies should encourage their employees to accurately 
complete the census form. The only way for your organization, 
community and the state to lose is by not participating.
Resource: 2010 Census Indiana at  
www.census.indiana.edu

Truck-only Lanes Coming to Interstate 70?




