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F rom training technicians to repair towering wind 
turbines to preparing students to pursue sustainability 
careers in the public and private sectors, Indiana 
higher education institutions are prepping students to 

join the growing green workforce. 
 Ivy Tech Community College in Lafayette became the first 
college or university to offer programs in sustainable energy 
last fall. The applied science in sustainable energy associate 
degree offers three areas of concentration: home technology 
integration, renewable energy systems technology or wind 
turbine technology, says Isaac Slaven. He is program chair and 
instructor for sustainable energy at the Lafayette campus.
 The program’s first four graduates finished their degrees 
in May. Another 100 to 150 students are 
currently enrolled in the program with 
about three-fourths of them pursuing the 
wind turbine technology concentration, 
Slaven estimates.
 The high interest in turbine technology 
doesn’t surprise him. “Right now, where 
Lafayette is positioned, we are kind of in 
the center of all the large wind that is 
coming to Indiana,” he says, referring to 
the wind farms along Interstate 65.
 Industry professionals have helped 
shape course material and training by 
sharing what skills are needed in the 
workforce. Westfield-based Wind Energy 
Services assisted with training students 
on safety protocol. “The students actually 
get some certifications (OSHA), and they 
help us with that because they want to 
see safe people working in the industry,” 
Slaven asserts.
 Students in the wind turbine 
concentration learn climbing techniques 
and other skills outdoors at the campus’ 
80-foot tower built for the degree program. 
The home technology integration 
concentration prepares graduates to 
perform energy audits and help consumers discover ways to 
reduce energy consumption. Renewable energy systems 
technology students can pursue careers as technicians 
installing green technology (such as solar and small turbines) 
at businesses and homes, according to Slaven.
 In June, Ivy Tech announced it would begin offering new 
green technology training curriculum available for public 
enrollment. Courses include Building Performance Institute 
Building Analyst and LEED Green Associate. A solar training 
course will also be available by the end of the summer.

Mastering sustainability
 BizVoice® reported in July/August 2008 about a new program 
at Indiana University-Bloomington allowing Master of Public 

Affairs students to pursue an academic 
concentration in sustainable development.
 Already the degree program – 
launched February 2008 – is attracting 
top students from around the world. 
 “It has helped our recruitment efforts 
tremendously; these are high-caliber 
students that are coming to gain this 
enhanced skill set in the field,” shares 
Jennifer Forney, director of graduate 
student services for the IU School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs (SPEA).
 SPEA Director of Career Services Ray Clere has observed a 

growing market for graduates with skills 
in sustainable development. 
 “Companies and organizations are 
increasingly aware of the cost savings 
benefits of adopting sustainability 
practices, and they are aware of the 
importance of good corporate 
citizenship as it relates to the 
environment and sustainability,” 
Clere states.
 He cites a recent graduate who 
completed an internship at Solo Cup 
Company in Illinois (best known for 
its red plastic cups). “This graduate 
helped the company pilot several 
new sustainability initiatives and 
subsequently the Solo Cup Company 
decided to launch a new 
sustainability division of the 
company,” Clere notes. The student 
also was offered a full-time job 
following her graduation.
 Graduates of the program have 
landed positions such as policy 
analyst for the U.S. Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 
environmental protection specialist 

for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and marketing 
fellow for the Southface Energy Institute (an Atlanta, Georgia, 
nonprofit organization promoting a sustainable future).
 To view the July/August 2008 BizVoice® article on 
sustainable education programs, go to the archives section 
of www.bizvoicemagazine.com.
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Resources: Isaac Slaven, Ivy Tech Community College, at 
www.ivytech.edu/sustainableenergy 

Jennifer Forney and Ray Clere, Indiana University School of 
Public and Environmental Affairs, at www.indiana.edu/~spea/

Ivy Tech Community College Lafayette students use an 
indoor tower to train as part of the wind turbine 
technology concentration. Student can earn an applied 
science in sustainable energy associate degree.




