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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

An Area of Never-ending

Focus – Our People

W
hat are the critical components for entrepreneurs 
looking to start their businesses or companies 
trying to expand existing enterprises?

•  Abundant and low-cost natural resources? On the list, but 
its importance varies depending on the type of organization. 
Many manufacturers certainly rely on dependable and 
affordable energy and water supplies, but they are less 
vital for some technology-focused companies.

•  Tax rates. As someone involved in helping create a positive 
tax and fiscal policy climate in the state throughout my 
career, I will be at the head of the line in touting its 
significance. But number one in the business success formula – not quite.

•  We could undergo the same analysis with a number of factors, diminishing the value of 
none. Bottom line, however, is that every business depends on its people – the ones 
who make the products, develop the new technologies and interact with the customers.

When companies are successful, those workers benefit and communities thrive. Thus, 
when we talk about the importance of education and workforce development (as we 
do in a 36-page special section beginning on Page 12), we’re really looking at the 
future of our state and the 6.2 million people who call Indiana home.

Don’t be confused. We’re not talking work ethic; Hoosiers have been saluted for years 
for their willingness to work hard to get the job done. But today’s and tomorrow’s 
jobs are not the same as yesterday’s. They require basis skills that must be taught at 
a young age – in our elementary and secondary schools; advanced expertise that can 
only be learned at our colleges and universities; and ongoing training that is 
available and easily accessible through both the public and private sectors.

Indiana has not been doing a good enough job in all of these areas. Too many young 
people are falling through the cracks – never to recover; too many college-going 
students are not completing their work in a timely manner or at all; and too many 
members of our current workforce lack the abilities to compete in today’s economy.

We must do better.

Sincerely,

Kevin M. Brinegar
President

Ordering BizVoice® Article Reprints

It is now easier than ever to obtain reprints of BizVoice® magazine stories. 
For one low price ($250), high resolution electronic files will be prepared 
and placed on a CD for your convenience. You will be granted permission 
to print as many copies as you need for marketing or information purposes. 
To order your CD, contact Tony Spataro at (317) 264-6861 or e-mail: 
tspataro@indianachamber.com.

www.bizvoicemagazine.com
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