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Health Care on the Hot Seat – Again

H

ow to control health care costs? If I recall correctly,
one of the first editions of BizVoice® (in 1998) posed
this question. Elusive answers have been sought
many times since – not only in this publication, of
course, but from all involved in the health care field, industry
consultants, policymakers and many others.
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One group not consumed (at least to the level required) by the
solution to rising expenses has been consumers. Why? Because
they have been insulated from many of the direct impacts. The
long-talked-about “consumer-driven system” is still missing in action, according to
some of the authorities interviewed in our lead story in this issue on Indiana’s hospital
landscape. The fervent hope is that will change. It must if true progress is going to be made.
In addition, providers of all types, insurers, third party administrators and the
government in some cases have operated in a financial system that has been based on
“volume, not value” of care. That is set to change under the Affordable Care Act, with
wellness and prevention scheduled to take precedence over compensation for more
patients and more tests. With reform resulting in an influx of additional patients,
most at lower reimbursement levels, hospital leaders say they have to significantly
reduce internal costs as part of the new model of doing business.
The growing size of hospital systems is expected to continue. I think you will enjoy
the insights of the leaders of several of those major players, as well as the thoughts of
those guiding independent facilities in Auburn, Richmond and Vincennes.
Of the many interesting comments within the story, all should be able to agree with
this one: “Health care cannot occupy 18% of the gross domestic product.”
We’re confident you will also enjoy additional health care articles, stories tied to goals
within the Attractive Business Climate driver of Indiana Vision 2025 and features on
financial industry challenges and opportunities.
Thank you, as always, for reading BizVoice® and for your continued support of the
Indiana Chamber.

Art Director
Tony Spataro
tspataro@indianachamber.com
Managing Editor
Rebecca Patrick
rpatrick@indianachamber.com
Writers/Editors
Charlee Beasor
cbeasor@indianachamber.com
Matt L. Ottinger
mottinger@indianachamber.com
Symone C. Skrzycki
sskrzycki@indianachamber.com
Advertising
Jim Wagner
(317) 264-6876
jwagner@indianachamber.com
Contributors
Katie Coffin
Natalie N. Evans
Jay Julian
Haley Vannarsdall
Mission
To inform and influence
Indiana Chamber of Commerce
Chair
Kerry Stemler
KM Stemler Co., Inc., New Albany
Vice Chair
Patty Prosser
Career Consultants-Oi Partners, Indianapolis
President and CEO
Kevin Brinegar
BizVoice® (ISSN 1521-0146) is published bimonthly by the
Indiana Chamber of Commerce, 115 W. Washington, Suite
850S, P.O. Box 44926, Indianapolis, IN 46244-0926.
BizVoice® magazine is provided as a benefit of membership
in the Indiana Chamber of Commerce. Non-member
subscriptions: $25.20 per year (includes sales tax).
Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN and additional
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
BizVoice®, 115 W. Washington, Suite 850S, P.O. Box 44926,
Indianapolis, IN 46244-0926.

Kevin M. Brinegar
President and CEO

Indiana Chamber of Commerce
115 W. Washington, Suite 850S, Indianapolis, IN 46204
Phone: (317) 264-3110 | Fax: (317) 264-6855
Internet: www.indianachamber.com
E-mail: bizvoice@indianachamber.com

Indiana Chamber Mission:
Cultivate a world-class environment which
provides economic opportunity and prosperity
for the people of Indiana and their enterprises.

© Copyright 2013, Indiana Chamber of Commerce

BizVoice® is printed on
FSC® certified paper

2

BizVoice/Indiana Chamber – March/April 2013

