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F
or clients of Indianapolis architecture and engineering 
firm Mussett, Nicholas & Associates, Inc., adding 
environmentally friendly features is about one thing – the 

green. Money, that is. 
 While many claim it is more expensive to be green, cost 
modeling is what sells such projects to clients, firm principal 
Tony Nicholas explains. 
 “Why save natural resources? Really, it’s to save money,” he 
notes. Clients are most interested in how new systems will fit 
in their budget; the fact that the best option may help the 
environment is an added bonus. 
 “In Indiana, we are very pragmatic,” Nicholas adds. 
 Celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, the company 
serves industrial, pharmaceutical, commercial and educational 
clients including Indianapolis Public Schools (IPS), Eli Lilly, 
Indiana University and several downtown office buildings. 
Much of Mussett Nicholas’ work is remodels in which clients 
need to update systems.
 While Indiana may not have adopted green practices as 
quickly as other states (such as those on the coasts), that is 
changing. Rising energy costs will continue to drive green 
initiatives, points out Greg Stephens, principal and director of 
engineering. That’s what spurred other parts of the country to 
act sooner, he explains.
 Mussett Nicholas has found schools are often most open to 
green systems since they plan to use their buildings for a 
longer period of time and don’t require as quick of a turnaround 
in cost savings.
 For example, both Westfield Washington Schools and IPS 
added motion-sensor lighting to projects so they can save 

energy by reducing the amount of time lights are turned on. 
 Other Mussett Nicholas green projects include an under 
floor air distribution system (for a downtown multi-tenant office 
building), which decreases contaminants in the air; and the design 
of a geothermal heating and cooling system (which makes use of 
heat naturally stored in the earth) for an Indianapolis mansion.
 Right now high-efficiency boiler systems are one of the 
most cost-effective project options, Stephens says.
 “We are really optimistic about what our company can 
bring to the green systems,” Nicholas shares.
 While the firm has a few Leadership in Energy and 
Environment Design (LEED) projects on its books, it is awaiting 
its first certification. That may come in a more unconventional 
form – a toilet facility.
 Camp Riley commissioned the firm to build a toilet facility 
that will be independent from municipal water, sanitary and 
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Many energy-saving design elements are included in the Mussett, 

Nicholas & Associates headquarters such as high efficient T-5 lighting, 

cork floors, planned use of natural light and demand control ventilation.
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electricity. Camp Riley is affiliated with Riley Hospital for Children 
and is located at Indiana University’s Bradford Woods. The 
toilet facility will be built near the camp’s obstacle course field.
 Possible solutions for the project include the use of natural 
light, solar power, composting toilets and hand sanitizer, 
Nicholas and Stephens relate. The sustainable design is expected 
to be delivered in April.

Role model of green
 Walking through the three-year-old Mussett Nicholas 
headquarters, it looks like a modern, though typical, office space. 
Look a little closer and you see several sustainable features. The 
reception area flooring is made of cork (a renewable material). 
Natural light floods the offices; cubicle dividers are low so the 
light reaches more work areas. Even the cleaning products 
used in the building have been switched to the green variety.
 After a discussion with the company’s attorney, staff has 
cut the amount of paper that is required to be archived by as 
much as half, Stephens asserts. Instead, many documents are now 
archived electronically. Paper that is no longer needed is recycled.
 A passion for offering green options isn’t just a part of the 
daily grind; employees are making sustainability a part of their 
routine. 

 Several workers, including Nicholas, ride their bicycles to 
work from as far away as Broad Ripple and Carmel. During the 
warm weather months, Nicholas leaves a car at work so he can bike 
to work and still have transportation to meetings during the day. 
 The company hopes to purchase a car (preferably electric) in 
the next 12 months so more employees can ride their bicycles 
to work and still have access to a vehicle when needed as part 
of the job.
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Upgrading electrical and mechanical systems at schools such as IPS 
Eleanor Skillen Elementary School #34 reduces energy costs by 20-40%.




