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Getting to Know...

“There was a small group of us almost two years just trying to brainstorm what kind of a company 
we would want to start and what we would want to be different. Those things included high 
quality, longer warranties, visually different, showing a greater respect for the environment and, 
most importantly, being able to make an impact (on the local economy).”

– Bill Hughes, COO, www.earthboundrv.com

Earthbound Recreational Vehicles:
Towable trailers with earth-friendly features

What sets your product apart?
Unique design (patent pending); aesthetics; 
unmatched three-year warranty; substantially 
lighter weight materials.

Typical RV consumer:
“Been in the RV lifestyle for a number of years, 
but looking for something different; concerned 
about their footprint on the environment; has 
a very good credit rating – one of the lowest 
default rates compared to other consumer loans.”

Job creation and production numbers:
•  Jobs: April 1, 2010, 13 employees; May 17, 

2010, 35 employees; projections: 60 at the 
end of 2010, 150 at the end of 2011 and 
300 at the end of 2013. 

•  Trailers: 275-300 by the end of this year 
with a target of 1,100 in 2011.

Environmentally friendly aspects:
Less glue, wood, VOCs (volatile organize 
compounds) and formaldehyde; extensive use 
of aluminum and composite materials that come 
from recycled materials or can be recycled 
themselves.

What prompted the company’s move to 
Marion (it started in Middlebury in 2008) 
earlier this year?
“A financial incentive package (from local, 
regional and state sources) that was too good 
to refuse; a skilled workforce with automotive 
and electronics backgrounds; the extremely 
positive attitudes of everyone we met.”

Importance of lighter weight materials:
“There are eight to 10 million vehicles in the 
marketplace that cannot pull a conventional 
tractor trailer because of the weight. Our 30-foot 
trailer, full size in height and width, is 1,300 
pounds less than what the industry was building 
two years ago.”




