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Found elsewhere

Living Up to Their Green Name
No fewer than 10 Indiana cities and towns have “green” as part of their name. Here is a sampling of the green initiatives taking 
place in some of those communities. Not found here are the smaller entities of Greendale, Greentown, Greenville, Greensboro, 
Greens Fork and Etna Green.
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Greenfield

Hoosier poet James Whitcomb 
Riley often wrote about 

nature’s beauty; it’s only fitting 
then to see his hometown’s 
commitment to taking care of the 
environment. Multiple dates are 
set aside annually for recycling 
tires, electronics and hazardous 
materials. For the organic items, 
the Greenfield Street Department 
collects downed tree limbs, 
Christmas trees and leaves free of 
charge within the city limits. These 
materials are converted to mulch 
or compost, which is available at 
no cost to residents for their use.

Greenwood

“We’re a recycling city and have been for many 
years,” declares Mayor Charles Henderson. 

Curbs are lined with recycling bins. Cardboard peeks 
out of rapidly filling recycling containers at the local 
library. Children are discovering ways to protect their 
environment through school programs. 
 Downtown revitalization is taking on a green hue 
with plans to convert an old football field into a shaded 
tree area. At the same park, a waterway is being cleaned 
and widened to create a splash pad.

Greensburg

With a moniker like Tree City (tribute to 
the famous tree sprouting out of the 

courthouse tower), Greensburg naturally 
embraces its green roots. But it’s not the city’s 
favorite tree that is garnering attention from 
sustainability proponents.
 Honda Manufacturing of Indiana LLC began 
production of a natural gas-powered car at its 
Greensburg plant in May. The Civic GX has 
been named “America’s Greenest Car” for six 
years by the American Council for Energy-
Efficient Economy.

Greencastle

E nergy efficiency measures are coming 
from an unlikely source – a prison. 

Specifically, the Putnamville Correctional 
Facility. The New York Times’ environmental 
blog quoted physical plant director Mike 
Callahan as stating the facility’s new biomass 
boiler alone saves $6,300 a day in gas bills. 
 The Indiana Department of Correction’s 
entire greening program is expected to save 
$50 million over 10 years, and also includes 
a wind turbine, water conservation efforts, 
lighting upgrades, automatic temperature 
control systems and other initiatives.

The Indiana Department of Correction recently 
received recognition as an Energy Efficiency 
Hero from Johnson Controls. Wood scrap goes 
into the hopper, which funnels the scrap into a 
storage silo and ultimately into the biomass 
boiler at the Putnamville Correctional Facility.




