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Projected increase in the number of 
workers aged 65 to 74 between 2006 and 
2016 – 83%.

www.bls.gov

•••••••

Legislative chambers in which party 
control changed as a result of the 2008 
election: Democratic gains (Delaware 
house, Nevada senate, New York senate, 
Ohio house and Wisconsin assembly); 
Republican gains (Montana senate, 
Oklahoma senate, Tennessee senate and 
Tennessee house).

www.governing.com

•••••••

In 1950, the worker to retiree ratio was 
16.5-to-1. It’s at 3.3-to-1 now and is 
expected to drop to 2-to-1 in the next 40 
years.

www.csg.org

•••••••

Industry experts say the 153 million 
women in the United States make more 
than 80% of all purchasing decisions in 
their homes. This includes 52% of all 
vehicle purchases.

www.chermurphypr.com

Percentage of procurement executives 
who say the most important criteria in 
selecting suppliers is quality: 93. 
Percentage who, in the same survey, say 
price is most important: 88. (So much for 
only one answer per person).

www.kpmg.com

•••••••

National foundations that combined gave 
over $2 million through multiple grants to 
chambers of commerce between 2005 and 
2008: AT&T, Ford, Bank of America, 
ExxonMobil, Citi, Alcoa, Gannett, Verizon 
and Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

www.foundationcenter.org

•••••••

More than half (54%) of U.S. manufacturers 
participating in a survey say they faced six 
or more new lawsuits in the past year, 
trailing only insurance companies and 
retailers as top targets.

www.fulbright.com

•••••••

Governments that spend a larger share of 
their gross domestic product on research 
and development than the United States: 
Israel, Japan, Finland and South Korea.

www.kiplingerbiz.com

Top places where U.S. online users check 
their e-mail: in bed (23%), in class (12%), 
in a business meeting (8%). Most 
concerning: while driving (4%).

www.emarketer.com

•••••••

Number of payment cards per household: 
six bank credit cards, five retail credit 
cards and 2.8 debit cards.

www.cardtrak.com

•••••••

Commercial parking lots cover between 
2,000 and 3,000 square miles in the United 
States, an area larger than the state of Delaware.

www.uspirg.org

•••••••

Intrigue prospects to open your next 
direct mail package by doing something 
different with the envelope – leave it blank 
(except for the address, we presume).

www.marketingsherpa.com

•••••••

Detroit’s population in 1950, 1.8 million; 
in 2007, 916,000.

www.census.gov

•••••••

Examples of the power of “3” in advertising: 
“Just Do It,” “We Try Harder” or even “I 
Like Ike.” Call to action lines: “Buy It 
Now” and “One Day Left.”

www.wdfm.com

•••••••

The number of law offices across the 
nation: 169,120.

www.abanet.org

•••••••

Top exports to China in 1973: unmilled 
wheat, unmilled corn, raw cotton, passenger 
aircraft and soybeans; top exports in 2007: 
computer and electronic products, 
transportation equipment, chemicals, waste 
and scrap, and machinery (excluding electrical).

www.usitc.gov

•••••••

Information technology jobs most outsourced: 
software developers and programmers 
(33% each); help desk customer service 
(26%), systems analysts (17%) and 
graphic designers (8%).

www.ejobdescription.com
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 *Highest: $531, Wyoming; lowest: $141, New Hampshire

Source:  University of Illinois, Center for the Study of Education Policy; compiled by Indiana Chamber Business 
Research Center

State Higher Education Budgets 
(per capita spending 2008)*




